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, as ploughs conrcracted on those principles were 
gnown in fais country duting the presidency of Mr. Jeffer- 
con, Mr. Wood eoul/ not, in my opinion, justly claim that 
he first introduced tem Were, much fess could he justly 
ein their invention. And, of course, his representatives 
ean setap no such pretence in support of their application 
for a second extension of bis patent. 

gut the plough has, probably, some merits; not more, 
powever, than very Many others that have been before and 
sce patented, [t has by no meaus merits which should 
eptitle its inventor to an exclusive monopoly of its sale and 
yee for forty tive OF even twenty-eight 

qu view Of the fact that the improvements of the plough 
invented by Jethro Wood have not preéminent merits to 
eptiti¢ te inventor 10 Bacemmon favor, and also in view of 
the fact that Mr. Wood and his representatives have already 
enjoyed a monopoly of his invention dnring the period of 
iwenty-eight years, @ period twice as long as Ue usnal term 
ficed by law for the uration of patents, I am clearly of the 
opinion that justice to the inventor does not require a far- 
ther extension of bis patent, 
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The plough is an implement of dniversal use in agricil- 


ture, and absolutely necessary in the present stage of ad- 
yancement in that art; and, as you are well aware, itis now 
almost Universally construeted of cast-iron, with mouid- 
hoard: shaped upon mathematical principles. What, then, 
would be the effect of aw extension of Mr. Jethro Woods 
pant Upon the interests of agriculture in this country, 
king it for granted that the validity of the patent can be 
sustained? Lt would enable the legal representatives of the 
inventor to levy a tax of mi/lions of dollars upon the farmers 
of the United States during the term for which it is proposed 
wextendit. inmy opinien the farming interest has already 
been sufficiently taxed by this patent, and it would be an 
act of injustice to burden it again for another period of four- 
teen years, or for any teagth of time. 

[enclose you a. copy of an assignment by the executor 
of Wood to Edward B. Morgan, conveying one fourth part 
of the interest in the extended term in consideration of 
money advanced to procure from Congress the extension of 
the patent Which is now sought. This consideration should, 
of covrse, have its due weightin determining the expediency 
ofg.. <inethe extension prayed for by the parties interested. 

Since writing the above, I have had placed in my hands a 
fetter addressed by A. B. Allen; Esq., editor of an agricul- 
tural paper published in the city of New York, to the Hon. 
Dixon A. Lewis of the United States Senate, in which he 
confirms my own views in regard to the novelty of Wood's 
invention, and satisfies me that there is verv little merit th 
i. It is doubtful if Wood invented anything about the 
plough which was patentable. [ laveexamined Ransame’s 
work referred to by Mr. Allen.and find Mr. Allen completely 
sustained in his assertion, that the alleged invention of 
Wood was Known in England and Scotland long before he 
pretended to make it. Indeed, there are numerous authori- 
ties in the library of this office which establish the same fact. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respecifally, your obedient 
servant, EDMUND BURKE, Commissioner of Patents. 

Hon. J. B. Brapy, House of Representatives. 


This, sir, is the able, clear, and emphatic opin- 
ion of the head of the Patent Office, when these 
women first sought the power of Congress to en- 
able them to oppress the peoplé. Flas any one 
undertaken to controvert that opinion? Will any 
member of the committee who reported this bill 
undertake to dispute its facts, its reasonings, or 
its conclusions? If they will not—if they cannot— 
why should they underfake to push this bill 
through with such hot haste? Mr. Speaker, have 
the farthers of the United States no Representa- 
tives here? Is there no one here to guard their 
rights, to protect their interests, to defend them 
against oppression and taxation? Sir, I cah tell 
the lawyers here, who have yielded to the pressing 
and constant solicitations of these women, that 
their constitnenté will hold them to a strict ac- 
count for any vote which they may give which 
lays a heavy hand upon the impléments or the 
occupation of the farmer. 

Tue rLovert tsrres, and a unanimous voice will 
be heard against fettering it, by any systemt of 
monopoly or taxation. These applicants assért 
that Jethro Wood was involved in constant litiga- 
tion through the whole twenty-eight years that he 
had the exclusive control of his patent. Sir, the 
reason is obvious. He claimed too much. He 
undertook to mot ize over this entire country 





the cast-iron He denounced the other 
three hundred and fifty-nine patentees for improve- 
ments in the plough as innovators and pirates, 
undertook to them to pay tribute to him, or 
to deprive them of the right of casting ploughs; 
and ever since that decision before Judge Nelson, 
to which the from Indiana (Mr. Han- 
LAN} Fefe his heirs and assignees have be 
levymg upon the ufacturers of 
ploughs r country. If they 


reed epee, threatened with litigation a 
108 
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| ment that may have been made by him in the cast-iron plough. || 
© Resolved, That in the opinion of this society, the passage | 
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No wonder that he should have involved him- 
self in lawsuits. No wonder that an intelligent | 
community should have resisted so monstrous a | 
claim. ‘Sir, pass this bill, which holds owt such | 
tempting hopes of gain to these young ladies and | 
their assignees, and the whole country will be | 
involved in litigation. An intelligent community 
will inquire into the merits of Jethro Wood's in- 
vention, and they will submit to no exactions or 
any restraints upon the free use of the cast-iron 
plough. Iam therefore opposed to the passage 
of this bill. 

Before Mr. B. had conecluded— 


Mr. SILVESTER interposed, and inquired if || 


the morning hour had not expired ? 

The SPEAKER stated that the morning hour 
had not yet commenced, and would not until pri- | 
vate business was disposed of. , 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, if any further | 
proof were necessary to satisfy this House of the | 
eréss injusticé which would be imposed upon the | 
farmers of the country by the passage of this bill, 


L subjoin the following resolutions of the New || 


York State Agricultural Society. 


‘¢ Whereas a bil] has recently passed the United States 
Senate, renewing. for the term of seven years, the patent of 
Jethro Wond, for improvements in the cast-iron plough, and 
imposing a tax of fifty cents on every cast-iron plough manu- 
factured in the United States during that time ; and whereas 


for the following reasons such an_ act would be manifestly | , 
|| of adopting the second clause of this amendmen. 


improper and unjust, viz :—Iist, That the patent of Jethto 
Wood has, as we are informed, almost entirely passed out 
of the hands of his heirs, and is now mostly held by persons 
who have conferred no particular benefits and have th re- 
fore no special claims on the public ; and 2d. That the im- 


provements originated or formerly claimed by said Wood | 


are now in many instances combined with other or later 
improvements, which have rendered the plough much more 


perfect than it could be made on the basis of his invention | 


alone: Therefore, 

« Resolved, That in the opinion of this society, the patent 
of Jethro Wood ought not to be renewed; he having en- 
joyed, in the period of twenty-eight years, for which his 
patent has been granted, a full equivaient for every improve- 


of such a bil! into a law, would be an an act of gross in- 
justice to the farmers and planters of the United States. 
“‘ Resolved, That this society respectfiilly but earnestly ten- 


ders to the Congress of the United States, ite remonstrance | 


bill renewing the patent of Jethro 
B. P. JOHNSON, Secretary.” 


Mr. NELSON then took the floor, sent to the 
Chair the following amendment, which was read 


against the passage of the 
Wood. 


| for information, viz: 


& And provided further, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be construed so as to hinder or prevent any person or 
persons, his or their legal representatives or assignees from 
making, using, or vending the plough above mentioned and 


referred to, who may by purchase, assignment, or other. | 
Wise, have acquired the right to do so from the said Jethro | 
Wood, in hia life time, or from. his legal representatives | 
since his death, or from any assignee or assignees of the | 


said Sethro Wood, or his or their legal representatives, 
without being liable or subject to pay to the said representa.» 
tives, children or beirs at law of the said Jethro Wood, any 
sum whatever for licenses to make or use ploughs under the 
visions of this act. 
« And be it further enacted, That this act shall not be con- 
atrned so as to confirm the patent granted to said Jethro 


Wood in 1819, above referred to, nor shall the representa- | 


tives, children and heirs of the said Jethro Wood, under this 
act, have any other or granted rigits than the said Jethro 
Wood had under said patent.’’ 

Mr. N. said that if the bill then under consider- 
ation was to pass the House, the amendment he 
offered ought to be adopted. 

Tt was well known (he said) to those who are 
acquainted in the manufacturing districts of this 
country, that Jethro Wood, in his lifetime, snd 
since his death those who have claimed to repre- 
sent him and be entitled to whatever rights and 
interest he had under Pe Patent of 1819 and the 
the act of Congress of May, 1832, sold and as- 
signed to eae a ne aararame in vari- 
ous parts of the country, ight of using, in the 
making of ploughs, whatever improvements in 
that implement had been patented to Jethro Wood; 
and it is confidently believed that very consider- 
able sums of money for such sale and assign- 
ments had been from time to time received, in the 
whole amounting to a eum vastly beyond that eug- 
gested by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Har- 
LAN.] It would therefore be manifestly unjust to 
those ra of the Wood patent; arid he be- 
lieved that there were hundreds of them in differ- 





|| sideration upon every cast-iron plough hereafter 


|| may have been, claimed by W ood under his patent. 
| Ft is well known that in 1819, when this patent 


|| an act of confirmation by Congress of the patent of 
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"ent parts of the country, to be now subject to the 
| tax proposed to be imposed by the bill under cov- 


| to be made, for the benefit of the children and 

heirs of Mr. Wood, after they had already pur- 
chased for a valuable considefation of Mr. Wood, 
| or of those claiming under him, a right, for all time 
| to come, to use the improvements, whatever they 


to Jethro Wood was granted, that patents were 
| granted with bat little regard or attention to the 
question whether there was anything novel or 
original in the invention or improvement for which 
a patent was claimed; the question of originality 
| or novelty being entirely open, without regard to 
| Wood’s patent, whenever the patentee under- 
| took to enforce his exclusive rights under his 
| patent. Itis believed by most persons who have 
examined the merits of this patent, and criticised 
the claim of Jethro Wood, as the inventor of the 
cast-iron plough, thet he has no merit as an invent- 
or of any new principle in the construction of the 
| plough, It has been supposed by some, that if the 
| bill upon the table should be passed, it would be 


| 1819, and deprive the manufacturer of the right of 
| questioning the validity of the patent. Should 


that be so, there is a propriety, if not a necessity, 


Mr. N. said he had no disposition to consume 
the time of the House by going into a further dis- 
| cussion of the bill upon the table. The gentleman 
who had preceded him [Mr. Bincram] had briefly 
but clearly and fairly presented the merits of the 
ease, and he could add nothing to what that gen- 
tleman had said pertinent to the question now be- 
fore the House. But whilst up, he begged leave 
to advert toa question put to him when this bill 
|} on a former day was before the House. The 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Homes} then asked him (Mr. N.) whether the 
Legislature of New York had net expressed in 
some way its epinion in favor of the passage of 
this billy and whether the State Agricultural 
| Society of New York had not also expressed a 
similar opinion? He (Mr. N.) then stated to the 
| gentleman (Mr. H.} that he was ignorant of any 
|| such expression of opinion. He was now, how- 
|| ever, enabled to state, that neither the Legislature 
|| of New York ner the Agricultural Society of that 
|| State, had expressed any such opinion or wish as 
| seemed to be implied by the gentleman's question. 
| Bat, on the contrary, the Legislature of New 
York, in 1848, soon after it was known that a 
similar bill to-the one now upon the table was be- 
| fore the last Congress, and had even passed the 
| Senate before it was generally known that any 
| such bill was thought of, passed a resolution re- 
: questing the Representatives in this House from 
| that State, and instructing its Senators, to oppose 
| the passage of that bill, and he begged leave now 
| to present that resolution, [Mr. N. then sent to 
the Chair the resolutions, which were read from 
the Clerk’s desk, and are as follow:} 


State or New York, Mm Assembly, March 2, 1848. 


Resdlved, (if the Senate concur.) That the Senators and 
Representatives in Congres? from this Siate be reqnested to 
oppose the passage of any law continuing or renewing to the 
heirs and assigns of the Inte Jethro Wood, 6f this State, 
patent: e of Wood’s cast-iron ploughs, any exclusive or pe- 
culiar privileges in the mantlactire, vending, or use of the 
said plongh—which after having been for saany yeurs, to the 
onerous annoyance of farmers, continued to the heirs of the 
| patentee by sp--cial Neer, have now of right vested fn 
| the pooels of the United States and of the world, and of 
which they cannot rightfully be divested. 
|| Resolved, That the Clerks of the Senate and Assembly be 
|| instructed to transmit the ahove resolution to each of the 
Senators and Representatives. 

By order of the Assembly, P. B. PRINDLE, Clerk. 

: In Senate, March 10, 1848. 
Resolved, ‘That the Senate do concur in thedarogoing res- 

of Senrute. 


| olution, A. H. CALHOUN, 

| . [Laws of 1848, page wl.) 

Mr. NELSON added, he hadvalso a copy of the 
|} resolutions adopted by the executive committee of 
| the Agricultural Society cf his State, passed 








about the same time, in opposition to the pas- 
sage of any bill of thecharacter of the one now 
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upon the table, but he would not now trouble the 
ouse by having it read. 

Mr N, in conclusion, said that he had been in- 
formed that certain gentlemen who were members 
of the executive committee of the Agricultural 
Society of New York, as well as some other re- 
spectable gentlemen, some of them probably mem. 
bers of the Legislature of his State, had signed 
a petition in 
which should benefit the fair applicants who have 
the charge of the bill now upon its passage; and 
we all know how ungallant, if not rude, it would 
seem, not to comply with the request of a lady 
merely to sign a paper, which she supposes may 
be of service to her. But how much soever 
every member of this House may feel inclined to 


oblige the ladies, he, (Mr. N.) doubted whether | 


there were mary who would feel it to be theirduty, 
in the discharge of their duty as legislators, to 


avor of the passage of some bills | 


vote fer the bill onthe table, thus laying a tax, | 


though apparently of trifling amownt, yet in the 


aggregate it is believed would amount to millions, | 


upon their constituents. 


Mr. VENABLE. Mr. Speaker, it would be | 


much more agreeable to my feelings to permit this 


before us are females, asking for a remuneration 
of losses suffered by their father at the hands of 
those who have fraudulently divested him of his 
rights under a patent issued in 1819. My sympa- 
thies are enlisted in theirbebalf, and I would gladly 
give « vote in accordance with their wishes. But, 
sir, jastice to my constituents, and the agricultu- 


ral interests of the country, requires that the bill | 


should not pass. Jethro Wood obtained a patent 
in 1819 for an improvement in the construction of 


a plough; that patent was renewed, and the exclu- | 


sive privileges it conferred enjoyed for twenty- 
eight years. The chief matter in his patent was 
the cast-iron mould board and cast-iron point. 
Upon this plough.many improvements have been 
made, all referring to Wood’s patent plough. 


Upon this state of facts, the courts have decided, | 


that all ploughs including Wood’s first improve- | 


ment infringed his patent, and were liable to him 
for damages. The bill before us now, although 
the last extension of his patent has expired, gives 


twenty percent. to the heirs of Wood upon each | 


plough which includes his improvement. The re- 
sult, Mr. Speaker, of the passage of this bill will 
be to inflict atax of twenty per cent. upon every 
farmer for each of the cast-iron ploughs now in 


use in the country, and which includes a cast-iron || 


mould-board. It would give the heirs of Wood 


something like a bonus of two hundred and fifty | 
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| A brief conversation followed on this point. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that this sub- 
| ject had already consumed sufficienttime. It was 
| not A very exciting question, and, presuming that 
the House was ready to vote upon it, he called 
| the previous question. 
| Mr. STRONG, (to the Speaker.) Has any mo- 
| tion been made to commit the bill ? 
The SPEAKER. No motion to commit has 
| been made. There isa motion to amend pending, 
and the first question is on the amendment of the 
| gentleman from New York, (Mr. Netson.] 
_- Mr. STRONG asked the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Jounson] to withdraw the motion. 
Mr. JOHNSON declined at first, but, on the 
pledge of renewal, withdrew the motion. 
Mr. STRONG moved that the bill be committed 
to the Committee of the Whole, and on that mo- 
| tion demanded the previous question. 


Mr. SILVESTER moved that the whole sub- || 


ject be laid upon the table. 

Tellers were asked on that motiun. 

Mr. NELSON demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and being taken, were—yeas 


. ’ mi! 95, nays 76; as follow: 
question to pass without remark. The petitioners | 








| 


thousand dollars, to be levied on the farming inter- || 
est of the country, and a continuation of an annual | 


tax iO an immense amount. 
eectpe with these individuals, who have suffered 
y jawsuits, and have been robbed by those who 
have pirated on their patent, it is one of the misfor- 
tunes of trade, for which we may well be sorry, 
but which would afford no excuse for a heav 
tax upon the ploughing people of the country. A 


However | may sym- | 


| 


patent is a monopoly, at best: | am content to | 


abide, but not to perpetuate it, for the benefit of 
those who come to ask favors here. I have no 
right to tax my constituents, who use this plough 
almost exclusively, thirty years after the patent 
has been issued, and years after it has expired 
after one renewal. The whole patent business 
has, from frauds and col/asions between partners, 
become a great grievance. Ploughs, and water 
wheels, and other inventions become in general 
use, without notice to those who ere them 
that they are patented—then the whole country is 
to be awindled by lawsuits and controversies. It 
would be a strong case that would induce me to 
renew a patent once; there is sarcely one to be 
conceived in which 1 would renew it twice. 
often the fortune of inventors not to reap the full 
profits of their inventions—Fulton and Whitney 
are striking instances, One revolutionized the 


; 


; 


YEAS—Messers. Allen, Ashe, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bayly, 


| Beale, Bingham, Bokee, Boyd, Buel, Barrows, Burt, Ches- 


ter Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Clingman, Colcock, 
Cole, Corwin, Daniel, Dickey, Dimmick, Durkee, Eliot, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, 
Gilmore, Gott, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamitton, Hamp- 


| ton, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Holladay, Housten, Howe, 
| Hunter, William T. Jackson, Andrew Joltinson, Robert W. 
| Johnson, Jones, Preston King, La Sére, Littlefield, Job 


Mann, Marshall, McClernand, McDowell, McGaughey, 
McKissock, McLanahan, McMullen, Millson, Moore, More- 
head, Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Otis, Out- 
law, Peaslee, Phelps, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Savag:, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, James Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Wentworth, and Whittlesey—95. 

NAYS—Mesers. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Bennett. Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, 
Brooks, Albert G, Brown, William J. Brown, B. C. Cabell, 


George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Chandler, Clarke, || 
| W. RK. W. Cobb, Conger, Deberry, Disney, Doty, Duncan, 


Ewing, Featherston, Gerry, Giddings, Gould, Green, Ham- 
mond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 


| Harrie, Hebard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Howard, Hubbard, 


Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Leffler, Horace Mann, Mat- 


| teson, MeQueen, Meacham, Morse, Morton, Peck, Powé, 


Powell, Rumeey, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Seddon, Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 


| Waldo, Watkins, White, and Williams—76. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. HALL moved a reconsideration of the vote 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

CHEAP POSTAGE. 

Mr. POTTER moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (with 
a view to move in committee that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the cheap postage 
bill.) 

THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, would be glad, 
he said, if the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Porter) 
would waive his motion, to allow him (Mr. J,) to 
move to take up the Indian appropriation bill. It 
was now on the Speaker’s table, on its third read- 
ing, and it was requisite that it should be passed 


| for the benefit of the Indians. 





Itis | 


modve power of navigation and machinery; the | 


other gave the world the great staple of cotton by 


their i 


ity. I would vote a pension in such a 
ease; but 


cannot rob the public of a right to use 


|| Indian bill be taken up. 


his gin. They derived but little advantage from | 


W. 8S. HARDIN. 


| The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 


the disposition of which will probably not take 
| more than a few minutes. It is the bill for the re- 
lief of Winthrop S. Hardin. The Committee of 
the Whole were discharged from its consideration 
on a former day, and a motion was subsequently 
made to recommit it. 
Mr. POTTER withdrew his motion. 


THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move that the 
It will not take five min- 
utes to dispose of it, and delay in doing so will 
lead.to great inconvenience. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected, and called for 


| there is another private bill on the Speaker’s table, 


that inventivn, when by tbe expiration of the pat- || the regular order of business. 


ont it became public pre 


ruperty. 
In reply to an inquiry ty Mr. Tuompson, of 


Mississippi— 
_ Mr. ¥ said that the patent i 
tron plough used in the United States. 


ed every cast-— 


| 
| 
} 
} 
i 
\ 
| 


i 
| 
tion. 


Mr. BAYLY said he could satisfy gentlemen, 
if they would listen for one moment, that this bill 
t to be acted upon immediately. 

r. PRESTON KING persisted in his objec- 


| 





| 
| 
| 
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The Hous giassahel 1B Cix sons 
e House to the i : 
the bill for the relief of W. S Hardin ™ 

Mr. HUBBARD asked the gentleman ¢, 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Strong] to withdraw the = 
tion he had made to recommit the bill, so thes th 

uestion might be taken directly on the - 
the bill. And he (Mr. H.) would move meee” 
vious question. - 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman should mo 
the previous question, the question will be firs, “4 
the commitment of the bill, and if that is refused 
| upon its passage. P 

Mr. HUBBARD said, that the House had al 
| ready heard the bill discussed when the gentiny. 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Conrap,] not now a a 
ber of this House, submitted his motion in “4 
tion to it. He (Mr. H.) simply wished, the 4 
| fore, that the report of the committee who reported 
the bill might be read, and he would ask the pre- 

| vious question. 

The report was read. 
| Mr. HUBBARD then said, he did not inten 
to detain the House with any remarks, 
| hoped that a direct. vote on the passage of the bill 
| might be taken. The Committee of Claims ha4 

reported the bill. It was, as every gentleman 
knew, a hard committee, and no better argumen, 
could be made in favor of a claim than the state. 
ment of the fact, that it had passed the scrutiny of 
that committee—he moved the previous question 

Some conversation followed between Mr. Meany 
and Mr. Husparp. 

The previous question was then seconded. The 
main question was ordered to be now taken, 

The House refused 'to recommit the bill, And 
it was then read a third time, and passed, 

Mr. MORSE and Mr. HUBBARD moved , 
| reconsideration of the vote, and that that motion 
| be laid on the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, again asked that 
by general consent, the Indian appropriation bil 
should be taken up and read athird time. It would 
take only a few minutes, and he believed gentle. 
men were satisfied of the propriety of its immedi- 
| ute passage, 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether there was 
not another appropriation bill on the table? 
| ‘The SPEAKER. There is the fortification 
| bill, and the Military Academy bill, which has 
| been returned from the Senate with an amendment. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, if the House would give 
its consent that all the appropriation bills on the 
| Speaker’s table should be taken up, he would not 


object. ; 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to taking up the Indian appropriation bill ? 
| Mr. ASHMUN. I do, unless all the appropri- 
| ation bills on the Speaker’s table are also to be 
| taken ap. 
Mr. BAYLY._ If the House will allow me, | 
can satisfy gentlemen of a necessity for the pas- 
sage of this bill, which does not exist in the other 
| 








> ’ 
———— 








cases. There is a pressing necessity for the pas- 
sage of the bill, 
r. BISSELL objected. 

Mr. DUER asked that, by the unanimous con- 
sent of the House, all the appropriation bills ov 
the Speaker’s table should be taken up. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, moved that the 
House resolve itself into ittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on 
calendar. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, insisted on 
the regular order of business. 

““ BUNDELCUND,” &c. 

The SPEAKER announced, as the regular order, 
the rt made on Wed y by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Srawty,] from the se- 
lect committee relative to the interference of office- 
holders under the last Administration in elections, 
and his resolution directing the 
his warrant to the 


the private 


ker to issue 
Sergeant-at-Arms to bring to the 


bar of the House Thomas Ritchie and C. P. Seng- 
stack, to answer for an alleged contempt of the 


House. . v 
re : SCHENCK was entitled to the floor, and 
ny he 
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“Me. JONES, (to the Speaker.) Doesthe morn- 
hour now commence ? 
rhe SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. SCHENCK ssid, that if he had not been | 
erupted in his remarks yesterday he would 
oe fnished what he inten ed to say in a few 
ninutes- He would not promise now to be quite 
@ brief. But he would not detain the House 

very Jong. His object was to call attention to the 

ue and real issue presented by the report of the 
committee of which he had the honor to be a mem- 
ier; and it was only because he was a member of 
that committee that he felt himself constrained now | 

o address a few remarks to the House. 

The question had already been discussed by the | 

ntleman from Maryland, [Mr, Evans,} and the | 

rentieman from Indiana, {Mr. Fircn,) in a very 
discursive Manner; in fact, the last-named gentle- 
man bad not touched the question at all.- Both 
these gentlemen, he must be permitted to say, 
had wandéred very widely from the subject 
which was really before the House. The true 
yestion to be considered. was, whether the 
committee was authorized to put questions to 
the witnesses, and whether the witnesses could 
be compelled to answer? It was not now the 
question whether the committee had been properly 
raised, or whether this matter had been correctly 
referred toit. And the gentleman from Indiana, 
in going into these questions, had made remarks 
which were entirely out of place, The House 
had directed the appointment of this committee, 
and had referred matters to that committee for 
investigation, with power to take testimony. And 
in obedience to the order of this House, the com- 
mittee proceeded to the task of investigation, to 
the examination of these special matters which 
had been referred to it, and to no others. Mr. 
Ritchie was summoned to appear before this com- 
mittee, and was required to give answers to certain 
questions relative to the subjects under examina- 
tion, and especially to state whether certain ar- 
ticles and communications which had been pub- 
lished in the Union were written by clerks or 
others connected with the public departments. Mr. 
Ritchie refused to answer, on the ground that the 
relation between him and his correspondents was 
of a confidential character, and that he could not 
disclose the names of the authors without viola- 
ting the sanctity of this relation. Such a ground 
of refusal would not avail a witness in ‘any court 
of law. He would derive no protection from 
law. Mr. Ritehie had placed himself in this posi- 
tion; and the question for us to decide is, ‘** Will 
the House sustain him in it?’’ That is all. It 
was not, therefore, worth while for the gentleman 
from Indiana to go into the inquiry, whether 
this committee should have been constituted, or 
whether this matter had been properly referred to 
it for examination. The House had before it the 
order to the committee to go into the prea 
tion. The exact terins of the question propounded 
to the witness, and his refusal to answer, had 
also been reported to the House. Except as he 
wes a member of this House,and a member of 
the committee, he did not care whether Mr. Ritchie 
answered the question or not. But as a mem- 
ber of this House, and as a member of the com- 
mittee, he should give his vote to compel those 
Witnesses to answer the questions which had been 
proposed to them. He was entirely satisfied that 
the House had the power to compel them to an- 
swer. Had the gentleman from Indiana directed 
his argument to that point—had he argued the 
question of the power of the House, and of the 
expediency of its exercise in this case, hid obser- 
vauons wold have been more relevant to the 
subject under debate. 

And how was it as to the other witness? We 
find the keeper or the ex-keeper of the Peniten- 
tary associated with Mr. Ritchie. He also re- 
fuses to answer. Hie tells the committee that he 
is willing to answer the questions on which the 
committee desired to obtain information, provided 
he might also give other information, which it was 
hot the duty of the committee, under its instruc- 
tions, to obtain. 

_He expressed his wi to answer, on con- 
dition that he mi 


t be permitted to reply as to 
other acts shale vies to which he was asked to 


testify. Unless this condition is complied with, 
he will not answer the question. He aust be per- 
mitted to ecw from the topic pertinently sub- 
mitted to him to answer, and to reply as to other 
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matters, which were not before the committee at 





all. Now, this was something as if a witness was 
called to the stand to testify as to an assault com- 
mitted by A upon B, and, when the question was 
put to him as to what he saw of the affray, he 
should reply, that he would tell what he saw be- 
tween these parties, on condition that he should be 
allowed to say what took place in a fight between 
Cand D. But he did not intend to go into the 
law of evidence. The committee had put the ques- 
tion in the language authorized by the resolution 
of the House, and the witness had refused to re- 
ply, because the conditions he prescribed were not 
acceded to. Thus, the keeper of the Penitentiary, 
as well as the editor of the Union, stood on the 
same ground of defiance against the House and the 


committee. Here they stand together: Ritchie and || 


Sengstack—Sengstack and Ritchie; he would not 
take it on himself to settle their precedence—here 
they stand, side by side, resolute in their defiance, 
and refusing to answer the questions propounded. 
The question was a plain and pertinent one. As 
to the position of Mr. Ritchie, whether he was a 
Democrat of the very highest order, or whether he 
did not exactly come up to the standard of the 
highest—whether he was a man elevated in his 
moral and intellectual character, or, as the gentle- 
man from Maryland [Mr. Evans] seemed to think, 
not quite of that elevated class—these were irrel- 
evant questions. He was before the committee as 
a witness, and if he stood as high above his fellow- 
men as heaven is above the earth, it made no dif- 
ference in his view of the matter. Or, if he was 
sunk so low beneath the lowest of the human spe- 


cies as to be unworthy even of the contempt of | 


every high-minded and honorable man, it mattered 
not. He was a witness, and that was sufficient. 
As a witness, he was bound to reply to the inter- 
rogatory which was put to him. 

The gentieman from Indiana [Mr. Frrcn] has 


gone into an inquiry as to the motives by which | 


the members of the committee were influenced; 


and he had drawn a distinction between the Whig || 


and the Democratic members of. the committee. 
All which fell from the gentleman from Indiana 
did not reach his ear, in consequence of the noise 
inthe Hall, but he thought the gentleman stated 
that the Democrats and the.Whigs acted with- 
out concurrence in this matter. And yet the gen- 
tleman from Indiana and his Democratic colleagues 
had not prepared a minority report. It was said 
that the Whie portion of the committee were actu- 
ated by an unfriendly feeling against Mr. Ritchie— 
nothing was said about Sengstack—and that it was 
such a feeling which had induced the report which 
had been made. 


What manner was this of arguing a question of | 


law? We have nothing to do with the motives of 
individuals. Did the gentleman from Indiana—a 
member also of the committee—attempt to deny 
any single fact inthe report?) Notso. Heknew 
that Mr. Ritchie and Mr. Sengstack were brought 
before the committee; that the questions were pro- 
posed to them, that those questions were pertinent to 
the matters referred tothe committee by the House, 
and that the witnesses refused to answer in the 
manner stated in the report. Yet the gentleman 
seeks to meet all this by asserting that the commit- 
tee had been divided into parties; had pursued a 
trick y course in relation to each other, and that the 
report had been instigated " unfriendly feelings. 
Such a course of remark, he could only say, 
did not rise to the dignity of argument. Such a 
course could have no weight in this House. This 
impatation of mean and partisan motives to other 
gentlemen upon that committee was unworthy 
of reply. If it proved anything at all, he was 
afraid it could only be rega as evidence of a 
consciousness in the heart of the gentleman from 
Indiana that he could be actuated by such in- 
fluences. 

There was another ground of objection which 
had been taken by the gentleman from Indiana. 
It was alleged that the oath administered by the 
committee required the witness to speak the truth 
and nothing but the truth, but did not require that 
it should be the whole trath. ‘This was the ground 
on which the refusal of Sengstack was justified. 
It was said that the manner of swearing the wit- 
ness differed from that which was adopted in a 
court of Jaw, because the oath does not embrace 
the whole truth. In reply to that. objection, he 
would say, that the first thing which was done b 
the committee, before any witnesses were called, 


| was té come to an understanding as to the form of 
| the oath to be administered; and a form which 
| seemed to be most conformable tothe instructions 
| of the House’ was finally adopted, ang received 
| the unanimons approbation of the committee. He 
| must be permitted to say that he thought the gen- 
| tleman from Indiana came here with an ill grace 

to find fault with a mode of taking testimony in 
_ which he himself had acquiesced. He could not 

but look on the course of that gentleman as dis- 
| courteous with reference to the other members of 

that committee who had united with him in his 

| acquiescence. The gentleman from Indiana ob- 
| jects to the form of the oath administered by the 
| committee, and that the very form to which he 
had given his acquiescence. 

He did not mean to be drawn into any length- 
| ened argument. He was not willing to give 
| a single hour to Mr. Ritchie at a moment when 
| there was matter of so much greater importance 
| before the House, And why gentlemen who were 
| the advocates of Mr. Ritchie should exhibit such 

impatience to occupy the time of the House, he 
| knew not. He could only come to the conclusion 
| that Mr. Ritchie imagines that he has before him 
'a good chance of being made a martyr. Mr. 
Sengstack thinks that he too may become a martyr. 
They ay ee be ambitious to attract to them 
the eyes of the country, and to give them higher 
standing with the Democracy throughout the 
Union. He had no particular interest in the mat- 
| ter. He had no desire to lend his aid to make 
martyrs of these men. He did not think they 
| were stuff good enough for martyrs. Ritchie and 
Sengstack! It would be too much trouble to be 
| dragging the fagots to the spot, and to be making 
the fire, for no better purpose than to make mar- 
tyrs of such men. 

He would ask the Clerk to read the resolution 
which had been submitted by the gentleman from 
North Carolina. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. 8. said he would move to amend the resolu- 
tion so as to make the warrant of the Speaker re- 
turnable on the second Monday of December. We 
have other business, and of much higher and more 
pressing importance at present to occupy our at- 
tention, e have now no time to spare for Mr. 
Ritchie. He could not be madea martyr now. 
| And indeed Mr. Ritchie mistakes the time himself. 
| In the present excited and preoccupied state of the 
| public mind, we might torture and barn him, and 

it would never be heard of. Why it would attract 
no more attention than the squeak of a rat that 
| you might chance to tread on amid the conflagra- 
| tion of acity! It would be better to wait for the cool 
season, when we shall have become cooler. We can 
then have these gentlemen brought up, and try the 
question. He did not believe that they would suffer 
much during the interval. The Sergeant-at-Arms 
| was generally understood to be civil and courteous, 
|, and he would doubtless allow Mr. Ritchie to go on 
| with the Union. And Mr. Sengstack would also 
| be allowed to attend to his business, whatever it 
| may be. It would be no hardship to either of the 
gentlemen. He did not know that there would be 
| much risk in letting them take each other in cus- 





tody. Mr. Ritchie has been for many years in the 
habit of taking care of the Democracy, and he may 
safely be trusted with Mr. Sengstack. And Mr. 
Sengstack has been in the practice of taking care 
of persons of every rank, and Mr. Ritchie would 
be safe in his charge. 

This waa a question of the power of the House. 
| These persons were brought before the committee 
| as witnesses, and, as witnesses, they were bound 
| to answer the questions put to them. Having no 
| doubt as to the power of the House, he hoped 
| that the question would be taken and seriously 
| considered. If it should be decided that the 
| House has the power, he hoped it would be ex- 
_ercised. If not, let it be so decided. The com- 
_mittees which are now constructed, and those 
' which will hereafter be constructed, will find it 

necessary to understand the extent of the authority 
with which they are invested; whether they have 
power to coerce witnesses to answer interroga- 
| tories or not. If they have no such power of 
| coercion, then their investigations must all be 
! rded as useless. ' 
lieving that the House possesses this power, 
that, as it 's Joubted by some, it is 1208t import- 
ant for the future conduct of the committees that ihe 
question should be finally settled, and that we have 
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no iime now to discuss these grave 
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imeiples, 


he haped the House woujd adopt the amendment, 
po nen the writ of the Speaker returnable on 


the second Monday of Decem 


ber next. 
tle had intend 


sired to speak, he would waive his intention. 


[A message was received from the President of 


the United sates, informing the House that he had 
signed certain bills. 
r. SCHENCK having concluded—_ 
A strogele for the floor ensued—in which 


He yielded for a moment to 


ir. STANTON, of Kentucky, who vindicated || 


to call for the previous ques- 
tign, bat as other members of the committee de- 


: 





If that were the fact, the 
entitled to make a coneluding speech. 


Mr. STANLY, (in his seat.) Let the previous 


question be sustained, and then we will see, 
The SPEAKER. 
is desired before the 

| ed, he will give it. 
Several Mumspero: I desire it. 


| Phe SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, || 
the report of the committee is the subject before 
r, MEADE was the successful contestant. || the House; 


Mr. Ritchie from the charge which he said had || as connected with the report. 


been made by Mr. Scnewck, that that gentleman | 
(Mr. RB.) had been guilty of discourtesy to the || 
committee andto the House; and said that Mr. || 
Ritchie had conducted with perfect respect to the | 
A question was pro- | 


commitice and the House. A 
pounded to him, and he replied, “ I respectfully 


decline to answer.” No more was said on that | 


point; the examination proceeded, and the com- 
mittee did not indicate to Mr, Ritchie that they 
were not perfectly satisfied. 


Mr. MEADE, (resuming,) said: Instead of oc- | : 
cupying themselves with an investigation into the | The previous question was seconded, and the 
| 


eonduct of the editor of the Union and of others, 


with whom the Heuse had no connection, it || 


would become them to look a little into their own 


concect in reference to this inquiry. He wonld || 


call the attention of the House to the terms of the 


resolution as adopted, he believed, by a large ma- || 
jority of the House. Among this majority. were || 


* large portion of the Democratic party. e did 
hot know whether he was one of the number; if 
he was, he had voted without investigating the 


subject, and simply with the view of enabling the |, 
hig side of the House to institute as many in- | 


quires as they thought proper in reference to the 


Demoeratic officers under the last Administration. |! 


He wished Gahremen to turn their attention se- 
riougly to t 


proper— whether they could erect themselves into 


an isiquisitorial body for the purpose of searching || 


inte the private transactions of the citizen—whether 


they could, by a committee, visit the private domi- || 
cil of the citizen and ask inquiries at their pleasure H 
and compel them to answer—whether they had || 


jurisdiction over the subject-matter of these ingqui- | 
ries or not. He continued this strain of remark 


at some length—denying the jurisdiction of the || 
Eis over the subject-mat- || 


committee and of the 


move to lay the resolution on the table ? 
The SPEAKER. It will be. 
Mr. SWEETSER. 1 make the motion. 
Mr. MILLSON. 
Mr. SCHENCK, I ask m 


the previous question be seconded. 


| 
| remarks, which he can do after the second. 
|| Mr. SWEETSER yielded to 
withdrew his demand. 
| main question was ordered. 
ing made the report under consideration, 
|| had expired ? 
five or six minutes of it remained. 
on the Speaker’s table ? 


Objections were made. 


| utes, I suppose. 
Mr. JONES rose to a point of order, and in- 





|| quired if thie resolution had been reported by a 
e point, whether this House had un- | 
limited power to institute any inquiry they thought || 


committee or not? 


The SPEAKER. 


question has been sustained ? 


| 
| 


point of order, that the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Stanzy,] who made this report, is 
hot entitled under the rule to address the House in 


ter of the inquiries for which the committee was || conelusion ? 


raiaed, justifying Mr. Ritchie in his refusal to an- | 


swer, and denying the right of the House to take 


Mr. JONES. Yes, if it is not the report of a 
committee. The rule allows to gentlemen who 


into custody or imprison the parties so refusing to make reports the right of addressing the House in 


answer. 

(The remarks of the Mr. M. will be published in 
the Apye dix I 

Mr. CARTTER next obtained the floor, and 
moved the following substitute for the resolution: 

** Resolved, That the subject be recommitted to the com- 
mittee, with instructions to proceed by the ordinary process 
of investigation to the discharge of their important dutivs.” 

It occurred to him, he said, that the time of the 
Fiouse had been consumed long enough with this 
matter; he desired to get rid of the whole subject. 
He thought the shortest way of accomplishing 
this object would be in the mode he had proposed— 
by throwing the whole matter back to the juris- 
dtetion of the commitiee. He moved the previous 
qvestion. 

Mr. DUER, In order to dispose of this ques- 
tion, which, in my opinion, has occupied a good 
deal more time than its importance entitled it to, | 
now move to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. MIL N, I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANLY. If the motion to lay on the 
tabie prevails, will it give me the opportunity of 
making a few remarks ? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to lay on the 
table prevails, the subject will be disposed of. 

WA a STANLY intimating a desire to be heard on 
e 8a 
Mr. DUER withdrew hie motion, remarking 

thai he would leave the matter in the hands of the 

committee, 

The question recurred upon the second for the 
previous question. 

Mr. JONES said, he understood that the reso- 
luvin was offered by the geutleman from North 





 conchusion, as | understand it. 
|..The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee is correct. The rule provides that the 
member reporting a measure shall be entitled to 
one hour in conclusion. The gentleman from 
North Carolina makes a report from the select 
| committee, which report is the subject of consid- 
eration. In connection with that report, growing 
| Out of that report, he offers a resolution for the 
| consideration of the House. That resolution was 
| Hot entertained by unanimous consent, but it was 
| @ntertained as legitimately connected with the re- 
| port. The Chair holds, that upon the previous 
| question being moved and sustained, though it did 
not bring 
| brought them to a vote upon the questions grow- 
| Ing out of the report, precisely the same as if the 
resolution had been reported by the committee, 
and amendments had been offered by a member, 
and were pending. The right of the genuleman 
rests upon the report. 
Mr, JONES. Well, has this resolution any 
connection with the report? Is it an amendment 
to the report? If itisa report of the committee, 
or if it is an amendment to the report, then, cer- 
tainly, the gentleman from North arolina would 
be entitled to address the committee in conclusion, 
according to my understanding of the rules. But 
if it is neither a report, nor an amendment to the 
rt, I cannot coneeive upon what ground the 
Chair affirms the right of the gentleman from 
| North*Carolina to the floor, afver the previous 

question has been moved. 

The SPEAKER, This resolution would not 
have been entertained by the Chair, or by the 


If the opinion of the Chair 
previous question is second- 


Mr. SWEETSER. ~~ Will it be in order to 


I demand the yeas and nays. 
colleague to let 
This will enable 
the gentleman from North Carolina to make some 


Mr. STANLY rose and claimed the floor, hav- 


The SPEAKER replied, that it had not, but 


| 

} If, however, 
| there was no objection, the Chair would put the 
| question, Will the House proceed to the business 
| 


Mr.STANLY. Then I must speak five min- 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair undevstand 
the gentleman from Tennessee as submitting the 


the appeal, and |, 


Mr. ASHMUN inguired if the morning hour || 


i] 
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Carolina by unanimous consent, and that it was — 
not reported by him as chairman of the committee. 


entleman would not be 
















House, had it not been directly con : 

report.” It was entertained by virtve of ts 

tion Se aie + probe and not by unanimous ines 
(Mr. i Eade & report fiom the Commite, 


Mr. BAYLY. ‘I want to ascertain a fet 9 
this paint of order. | understood this Morn 
from my colleague, who is a member of the oe, 
mittee, that the committee did not avthorie, . 
report of this resolution —— ” 


| they did. 


for the resolution of the gentleman |} 
'| from North Carolina was not received by general 
consent, but it came legitimately before the House 








| 
| 








|| ed to address the House foran hour. 


; 


| 
| 


government ey 


the House to a vote upon the report, it || 


| 


_ by the American people, He concluded by appet'- 
_ ing to the friends of good order and good govern- 


| ment, to come forward 
| once, and thus com 


welt ose 


| report being before the House for 


th 
| table 


| and when the 


Mr. BAYLY (eontinuing) that it is te 
private resolution of the gentleman from Now 
Carolina, offered “on bis own hook,” (if ra 
use the expression, "y 

_The SPEAKER: ‘The Chair has made his de. 
cision upon the point of order, upon that stat 
ment of facts being acknowledged. Jt is not in. 
tended by any one that the resolution was reported 
aa committee, but it is known te al! that it was 
offered ky the gentleman from North Caroling 
who was entitled to offer it in consequence of the 


tS Considerg. 
tion. 


Mr. GOTT. Has-the morning hour expireg) 
The SPEAKER. St has now expired 
Mr. GOTT. 1 move that the House proceed to 
e consideration of business on the Speaker's 


The motion of Mr. Gort being agreed to— 
TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
Senate bill respecting the boundary of Texas, ani 
of the amcndments pending thereto. 

Mr. CLARKE was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the House during the allotted hour, in 
reply to Mr. Brooxs and Mr. Hrnziarp, and, 
generally, in opposition to the bill under consider. 
ation. He kept the House in excellent humor, 
our was out there was a demand 
that he should be allowed to proceed. He took 
hia seat, however, and the motion was not put. 


’ | [The speech will be published in the Appendix.) 
The resolution was not re- || 4 


|| ported by the committee, 
Mr. JONES, Then I inquire of the Chair, | 
| under what rule or practice of the House it is that 

a member has the right to speak after the previous 


Mr. GORMAN then obtained the floor, and, 
declining to yield for a motion to adjourn, proceed- 
He defended 
the title of Texas to the territory claimed by her, 
He believed that every foot of ground on the east 
side of the Rio Grande, up to the 424 paraslel of 
north latitude, rightfally belonged to her; that if 
her title had been questionable before the Mexican 
war—a fact which he would not now inguire 
into—it was no longer so, and that this Govern- 
ment stood committed to maintain her right to the 
whole of it. He adverted to the recommendation 
contained in the message of the President to seiile 
the question of boundary. Of that recommende- 
tion he heartily approved, and declared that he 
was ready to aid in its settlement. Indeed, he was 
one of those, he said, who had been from the 
commencement of the session anxious for the set 
tlement of all those questions which distract the 
country, in order to restore peace and harmony, 
and was ready to make all needful sacrifices (0 


|| accomplish that purpose, for he loved his county 
| more than he loved any part of it, 


| 


He animad- 
verted severely on the course taken by northern 
and southern disunionists as exhibited in the vole 
which had been taken on this bill. 

He denounced the Wilmot proviso as a measure 
conceived in sin and born in iniquity; it had been 
produetive of nothing but mischief. He stood upoa 
the doctrine that the people were capable of sel 
where, and consequently held all 
such measures of legislation as the Wilmot pro- 
viso to be anti-republican in spirit and in fact. | 
involved a principle that w not be sustained 


settle this — at 
ves to the appro- 
val of the whole aa: 
A full report of the honora ble gentleman’s re 
— x heer r in the Appendix. 
Mr. DA NIEL obtained the floor, but yielded 
a motion that the House adjourn. 
The motion was waived for a motion that whe 
e » it adjourn to meet on Monday 
t. 
"The ion was rejected. 
mot a oi we until “ 
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1850. 
IN SENATE. 
Faipiy, fugust 30, 1850. 
PRATT presented the memorial of certain 
Lattin} Harford county, in the State of Mary- 
land, asking the adoption of the most stringent 
sures to prevent the escape of slaves into free 
eam and the dismissal of officers of the General 
Government found aiding or abetting in any way 
said escapes. The memorial brings to the at- 
vation of Congress the fact of a free negro’s 
jouse in Pennsylvania bein made the receptacle 
for runaway slaves, from whence they are run 
into the interior, and there secreted and sustained 
by Abelitionists and free negroes; that a postmas- 
er by the name of Brown, in the village of Shrews- 
bury, in the county of York, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, did attempt the rescue of certain captured 
saves, and actually succeeded im cutting the rope 
that bound them, and in liberating two of their 
quaver. It asks that the Postmaster General 
should promptly dismiss, with ignominy, the said 
Brown from his present employ, and that he be 
declaced. foreverafter incapable of holding any 
ofgce of honor, trust, or emolament under the Gen- 
eral Government. The memorialists also ask that 
abody of armed men may be organized and sta- 
tioned at the several lecations affording the 
greatest facilities for escape; and thata law be 
also passed to the effect that any free negro in the 


District of Columbia found aiding or abetting in | 


any manner the escape of slaves, shall be sold out 
of said District for a term of not less than ten nor 
more than twenty years. 


The memorial was referred to the Committee on | 


the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition from citizens 
of Pennsylvania in relation to the basis of slave 
representation; which was ordered’ to lie on the 
table. 

CORRECTIONS. 
Mr. DICKINSUN took occasion to correct an 


arer of a telegraphic reporter for a distant paper, | 


in relation to hia course on the resolution submit- 
ted a few dayssince by Mr, Davis, of Massachu- 


setts, on the subject of the service of mail steamers. | 
He was reperted te have opposed the resolution, | 


whereas, while he considered it unnecessary, he 
sated, when the resolution was under counsidera- 
tion, that he was willing it should pass if its mever 
desired at. 

Mr. BRADBURY also corrected errors into 
which the reporters: of the Intelligencer and Union 
had fallen in reporting remarks which he made 
yesterday and om a previows occasion. In the 
former he was reported to have spoken of the * col- 
lateral” instead of the ** General’? Government, in 
the course of some observations ea the Military 
Academy bill, te show the necessity of a dimin- 
ished expenditure by this Government, imasmach 
as the States perform much of the ordinary duties 
of Government. 

Again, the honorable Senator corrected an ob- 
scurity of expression in his statement that while 
the expenses of the General Government were but 
$14,000,000 in 1830, or but littlé more then a dol- 
lara head for the population ef that period, the 
appropriations new asked for were $45,000,000, 
which was more than double the proportionate 
share of each inhabitant, at the earlier period 
which he specified. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on For: 
eign Relations, to which was referred the memo- 
nal of G. T. Howard, asking compensation as 
bearer of dispatches from Texas to the United 
States with documents in relation to the annexa- 
tion of Texas, reported a bill for his relief; which 
was read and to a secorid reading. 

_Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Revolu* 
onary Claims, to wkich was referred the 


ial of Année de Netfville Evans, subilided 


report, whieh was ordered to be printed, accomypa- 
med by a goint resolution in relation to the ac: 
saben tin de Neufville and Son; which was 
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ceeded to the consideration of Senate bill No. 252, 
being the bill to grant to the State of Missouri a | 
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toll such as would be reasonable, and not oppres- 
sive. Of course, we only wish to obtain the privi- 


certain quantity of public lands for objects of in- lege of constructing the canal, which wil! be for 


ternal i 
fieretofore granted to that State for that purpose, 
shall make it equal to the quantity heretofore 
granted to any other State for the same perpees. 
Also, on motion by Mr. B., the fart | 
eration of the bill was postponed until Tuesday | 
next, and made the special order for thatday at | 
one o’clock. 


er consid- || 


: 
: 


' 
} 
| 


} 


FEES OF CLERKS, MARSHALS, &e. \ 


On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Senate bill No. 33, | 
being the bill to regulate the fees and costs to be | 
allowed clerks, marshals, and attorneys for the 


circuit and district courts of the United States, and || 


for other purposes. 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, it was ordered 
that the further consideration of the bill be post- | 
poned until Wednesday, and that it be made the 
special order for that day at one o’clock. 

INDIANA RAILROADS. 
Qn motion by Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- | 


|| ceeded to consider Senate bill No. 290, being the 


| 


| 





| 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, the Senate’ pro= 











billgranting the right of way and making a grant 
of land to the State of Indiana, to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from a point in the bound- | 
ary line between Indiana coe tiliania, near its 
intersection with Lake Michigan, to the city of 


ement, which, added to the quantity | the public interest. Michigan has no more inter- 


est ih it than the other States bordering on the 
lakes. But, to make it entirely acceptable to all, I 
will make an amendment so as to accomplish the 
object suggested by the Sénator from New York, 
he PRESIDENT. It will not be in order to 

offer the amendment till the amendments submit- 
ted by the committee have been acted upon. 

The question was then taken upon the amend 
ments, and they were agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. I propose to aménd the bill by 
adding a section, to come in beforé the last, as 
section fifth. 


Tho section proposed to be added is as follows: 


- Sec. 5. and be it further enacted, That the Legislature of 
said State shall cause to be Kept an accurate account of the 
sales and net proceeds of the lands herehy granted, and of 
all expenditures in the construction, repairs, and operating 
ot said canal, and of the earnings thereof, and shall rewrn 
a statement of the same annually to the Secretary of the In- 
terior; and whenever said State shall be fully reimbursed 
for all advances made for the construction, repairs, and 
operating of said canal, with tegal interest on all advances 
until the reimbursement of the same, or upon payment by 
the United States of any balance of such advances over 
such receipts from said lands and canal, with such interest 


| the said State shatl be allowed to tax for the use of sai 


Indianapolis, and a branch to intersect the South- | 


ern Michigan Railroad, at or near a point where 
the same enters said State of Michigan. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was ordered | 
that the further consideration of the bill be post- 


poned until Thursday next, the 5th of September, || 


and made the special order for that day at one | 
o’clock. 
SHIP CANAL AROUND FALLS OF ST. MARY'S, 
On motion by Mr. CASS, the Senate proceeded | 
to the consideration of Senate bill No. 97, being | 
the bill granting the State of Michigan the right | 
of way and a donation of p iblic land, for the con- | 
struction of a ship canal around the Falls of St. 
Mary’s, in said State. 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, submitted amendments to fill the blanks | 


; 


i 


in the first section, so that the proviso would read |) 


as follows—the words in italics being the proposed | 


amendments: 
“ And provided further, That said canal shall be at least | 


one Aundred feet wide, with a depth of water of at least five || 


feet, and the locks shall be at least two hundred feet long and | 
fifty feet wide.” 


words: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatires | 

the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
there be and is hereby granted to said State, the right of lo- | 
cating «a canal through the public Jands, known as the mili- | 
tary reservation at the Falis at St. Mary’s river, in said | 
State; and that four hundred feet of land in width, extend- 
ing along the line of such canal, be and the same is hereby 
granted, to be used by said State, or under the authority 
thereof, for the construction and convenience of such canal, 
and the appurtenances thereto, and the use thereof is herehy 
vested in said State forever, for the purposes aforesaid; Pro- | 
vided, That in locating the suid line of said canal through | 
said military reservation, the same shall be located on the 
line of the survey heretofore made for that purpose, or such 
other route between the waters above and below said Falls, 
as under the approval of the Secretary of War may be se- 
lected: 4nd provided further, That the said canal shall be 
at least one handred feet wide, with a depth of water of at | 
least five feet, and the locks stiall be at least two hundred 
feet long and fifty feet wide.” 


Mr. DICKINSON. | would like to have one 
of the Senators from Michigan explain the opera- 
tion of this bill, and inform us whether the tolls 


| objection. 





which will be charged will be equal upon the citi- 
zens of the several States? 

Mr. FELCH. I will answer the inquiry of the 
Senator from New York. There is no provision 
in the bill as it now stands with reference to tolls. 
It merely gives to Michigan the amount of land 
which is su to be sufficient to construct the 
work. The of the work is to connect the 
waters of ‘those of Lake Huron 
and the wade and the ees has been 
suggested from several quarters. ‘an ameénd- 
ment should be made which will secure to all the 
citizens who may navigate the lakes the right of 


Grbe ot tonpagt without exorbitant toll. 


i Lathan weeps na 
matter to _— t t 
would be ail that , ae we th it 


would be for the interest of Michigan to make the 


' 
fh 


ee 


| 


: 


canal only such tolls as shall be sufficient to pay all neces- 
sary expenses for the care, charge, and repairs of the same, 


Mr. DAWSON. I wish to submit the question 
whether this is not an internal improvement, with- 


|| out any limitation, for particular purposes >— 
|| whether it is not giving power to the State gov- 


ernment, and then requiring the State to take upon 
herself to keep an account carrent between that 
State and the General Government? I should be 
glad also to know how many acres of land are 
pronosed to be appropriated by this bill? 

The PRESIDENT. The amount of land is 
half a million of acres. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I do not bélieve 
there is, in the United States, a single improve- 


‘| ment which could be so easily made, and which 


at the same time would be productive of such im- 
portant consequences. | am sorry to see that the 
Senator from ‘Georgia {Mr. Dawson] has thought 
it his duty to oppose it. f am sure he could not 
have raised the questions he has done had he ex~ 
amined the whole subject with his weual care, 
We have passed several bills at this session, in-_ 
volving the same principles as this does, and we 
have passed them almost without examimation or 
And why such a stand is taken against 


i} th iding f local and partial d, b 
Thus amended, the first section will be in these || dieu Reinceae aberaiadenio meinem aenticeet 


for opening a navigable communication between 
the great inland seas at the Northwest, I profess I 
am utterly unable to conjecture. Lakes Eric, 
Huron, and Michigan are connected by natoral 
communication, and Lakes Ontario and Erie by an 
artificial one, and all are sufficient for the vesseis 
which the commerce of those regions required, 
But Lake Superior is deprived of this advantage. 
It is elevated abcut twenty-one feet above Lake 
Huron, and the communication between them iv 
interrupted by the Falls of St. Mary, where vessels 
of burden can neither ascend nor descend. All the 
articles ggssing from one lake to the other must be’ 
landed and transported across the portagé, and 
then trenshipped into another vessel. This ie a 
serious impediment to the growing commerce of 
that important region. I hold in my hund a state- 
ment contained inthe Lake Superior Journal, 
published at the Sault Ste. Marie, at the outlet of 
Lake Superior, which shows the importance of this 
trade, and the impediments it meets with. 

[Here Mr. Cass read an article describing the 
immense masses of copper, being many of them 
two tons, which are brought down Lake Superior, 
and transported by land across the portage at great 
additional trouble, delay, and expense. | 

Now, Mr. President, the United States own the 
whole country upon Lake Superior, with the ex- 
ception of a féw tracts of mineral lands, which 
have been purchased by individuals. By 
this communication you will facilitate the opera- 
tions of trade, the ingress and egress to and from 
the country, for all the purposes-of improvement 
and settlement. [t is @ most important district, 
rich in its mineral ae of + eg can speak 
from my own persooal observation, having twice 
ceaneasrbod it from one extreme to the other. Pub- 
lie attention is directed to it, and aor and 
enterpribé, and capital are combining to develop 
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ite value and to realize it. 

the great landhalder, and such an improvement as 

this cannot take place, without enhancing the value 

of the property, and returning many times the 

value of the tract required for the expenditure. 
The Senator from Georgia made another objec- 


tion to this bill, the point of which, | must confess, | 
1 do not comprehend. He sees in it an improper | 
interference with State authority, because we re- 
quire the State of Michigan to keep and render to | 
the United States an account of the product and || 


application of this fond. 
such interference. 
gan which she ia fully competent to accept or re- 
ject. We say, here are 500,000 acres of land 


which we are willing to convey to you, provided || 
you will apply them toa canal around the Falls of || 
St. Mary, and render a statement, from time to | 
time, of its proceeds; and, a8 soon as you reim- || 
burse your own advances, if you have made any, | 
the canal is to become free to all the citizens of || 
the United States, with the exception of such tolls | 


aa may he necessary to keep the canal in repair 
and operation. 
it becomes a mutual arrangement, imposing noth- 
ing upon the State but what she imposes upon her- 
self, and common in principle to all similar grants. 
This proposition, therefore, brings up no question 
of jurisdiction respecting internal improvements, 
but the right only of the General Government to 


anply a portion of the public land to raise the value | 


of the remainder. 
When this subject was before the Senate, some 


dceys since, I alluded to the importance of this | 


communication in a military point of view, and I 


of defence. The project was not pursued, in con- 
sequence of the amicable adjustment of the dispute. 
In the event of future difficulties with the same 
Power, unless this work is Gone, we must have a 
military marine for Lake Superior and another for 
the Iekes below, and thus a double armament, 
with all ite hazards and expense; a small portion 
of the cost of which would unite these internal 
seas forever. 
, Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, my views in 
relation to this question have not been changed by 
the argument of the Senator from Michigan. 


of the General Government. 
know the difference between appropriating mon- 


o and appropriating land, on the part of the | 
eneral Government, to construct the canal? | 
There can be none. And this canal is to be con- | 


structed entirely by the funds of the United States, 


not for the United States, bat for the State of | 


Michigan. It isto be doney the State of Michi- 


n. 

The Senator says that the principle upon which | 
this appropriation of the public lands is to be made | 
is to raise the value of the lands contiguous | 


to those to be appropriated. 
to be three quarters of a mile in le 
500,000 acres of land are to be convey 
Siate of Michigan -for its construction. Now, to 
this 500,000 acres of land go? 


canal, and the other public lands will not thereby 
be advanced in value. 

I am opposed to making this appropriation upon 
two grounds. 
appropriate to any individual State the public lands 
which belong to all th® States, for the benefit of 
the individual State alone. Besides, the principle 
upon which we have heretofore justified the taking 
of the public lands was, that by taking alternate 
sections we would thereby increase the value of 
the remainder equal te the value of the whole be- 
fore the improvement was made. That reasoning 
does not exist here. Then the principle upon 
whict we have heretofore appropriated the public 
lands falls, and we are left without any princi 
upon which we heretofore acted, to vindicate thi 


appropriation, 

There is not a State in the Union that would not 
take 500,000 acres of the pubiic land, and con- 
struct a work of internal i vement—whether a 
canal or a railway. There is the State of Florida. 








Now, sir, if this offer is accepted, || 


He | 
says this is no internal improvement on the part || 
1 should like to | 





Now, this canal is | 
th, and | 
to the || 





The first is, that we have no right to | 
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The Government is the falls of Lake Superior into the river, 


If an appropriation of the public lands were made 
to her, a canal might be constructed to avoid that 
dangerous cape—one of the most dangerous on 
our coast. I repeat, this is partial legislation upon 
the subject of internal improvements. And I am 
constrained to vote against it, unless we adopt a 
general plan and make a general appropriation of 
the proceeds of the public lands for the purpose 
throughout the United States. 

I have been satisfied since the commencement 
of this session that the public lands of the 


Mr. President, } see no || country are all to be taken away by appropriations 
‘We make an offer to Michi- || of this kind, and the old States are to be deprived 


ofany advantage whatever arising out of the sales 
of the public lands. 
nounced before that the better plan would be to di- 
vide the proceeds of the public lands among the 
States. Then all of us can come forward and get 
our propershare. But if we suffer ourselves to go 
on from year to year, appropriating to the new 


States these large numbers of acres, the consequence | 
will be that there will scarcely be enough land left | 


to pay the expenses of our land system. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, wish to say but a 
few words; and I do not mean to trouble the Senate 
again on this subject. I[ will merely remind the 
honorable Senator from Georgia that on the gen- 


|| eral subject of internal improvements, the first 
|| question, with respect to the action of the General 
|| Government, is the question of jurisdiction. When 
the General Government undertakes to make a | 
road running through a State, by its own author- | 
| ity, that brings up a very serious question, respect- | 
ing which there are many doubters and disbeliev- | 
| ers. But when the General Government provides 
will now add, that at one time during our difficul- | 
ties with England, growing out of the Oregon | 
controversy, it was within the contemplation of || 
the Secretary of the Navy to recommend to Con- || 
gress, in consequence of a resolution from the | 
Senate, the construction of this canal as a means | 


means out of its lands to improve the residue, and 
proposes to a State to do the work, the subject as- 
sumes a very different aspect, and there is no ques- 
tion of conflicting jurisdiction. 

From the days of General Washington, from 
1796, when the road was first run from Wheeling 


|| to Limestone—the history of which no man knows | 
|| better than the distinguished Senator from Ken- | 
| tacky [Mr. Cray]—when that road was run by the 
|| United States, and paid for by three tracts of land 
| granted to Ebenezer Zanes, one where Zanesville 


now is, another where Lancaster is, and another 
opposite Chillicothe—from that day to this, the 
United States, under the principle of its duty as a 
great land owner, have considered that they have 
a right to dispose of these lands for the purpose of 


|| increasing the value of other portions of them. It 
| is not only constitutional, but it is just, it is right, 


itis liberal, just. It is just, for the Government 
should not sit still and hold on to their lands, and 


| yet perform none of the great functions of a land 


owner. They should not see their land improved 
by the progress of settlement, by the industry and 


by the capital of their citizens, and remain inactive; | 


expecting their property to be improved without 
their codperation. Should the forest be cleared 
and roads established, towns built, all the great 
improvements take place that give value to a new 
country—should all this be done by individuals, 
by the purchasers of the land, and the great land 
holder sit still and reap the benefit in the apprecia- 
tion of immense domain, whose administration is 
committed to us? 

But the honorable Senator compares this canal to 


|| one across the peninsula of Florida, and says that 
what extent} how many miles right and left, will | 
hy, it will take | 
up at least a dozen miles on either side of the | 


we can as well make the one as the other. Now, 
sir, I appreciate the immense importance of a 
communication which would avoid the dangerous 


Navigation around the point of Florida, but that 


subject is not before us, and it involves considera- 
tions not applicable to this proposition. We do 
not own the land for hundreds of miles along the 
coast stretching from each extremity of the pro- 

communication, and which, if we did, might 
render our codperation proper, with a view te the 
enhanced value it would give to our property, and 
especially if there were no other means of reach- 
ing our domain but through impediments which 
added greatly to the other expenses. The cases 
afford no parallel in the mere discharge of our duty 
as a landholder. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, [ wish to un- 
derstand the import of this bill and of the amend- 
ment, before I give any vote one way or the other. 
If I understand this bill, it proposes to give five 
hundred thousand acres of land to Michigan, with 
an obligation upon her that she will use the money 
arising from the sale of that land to construct a 
canal, about a mile in length, I suppose, around 


| tolls as will keep up the canal. I SUPPORE that ip 


Hence it is that I have an- | 
| distinction laid down so confidently by 


|| ments for all the States, or for a number of St 
| 


| 


|| prefer that which should be carried on by the 
'| United States, provided the system was to be ¢f. 
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the bill,as IL understand it. Then, the ay,” 
ment, ag I understand it, is of this import : "py" 
Michigan shall have the power, eal ak. _ 
barses herself for all the expenses of the slik 
impose such tolls as she may think tn 


when she shall have been reimbursed for’ «yi ba 


ndition that 


penses of the canal, then there is a co 
she shall resort to no more than such moder, 


| the proposition. Michigan is to have Unlimited 
power in imposing taxes on all who pass throy 

| the canal until she is reimbursed for all jt, * 

penses. ie 


’ 
| Now, Iam not acute enough to recognize the 


the gentle. 
He says that he Hitt 
tes shalt 
Mprove. 
ales, 


| or for ong State. He is opposed to the Up; 
| States having jurisdiction of the works waren 
| be built up or improved by their money. But he 
is reconciled to the policy of the bill, by saying 
that the United States may appropriate as myc) 
money as they please, (land being regarded as 8 
substitute for money;) may appropriate say {ify 
millions of dollars to Michigan, and let Michigan 
cut the canal. But if the United States were \, 
| appoint commissioners to cat the canal for their 
| own use, or for the use of their citizens generally 
| it would be at once repugnant to his notions of th. 
| Constitution. Welt, { may be permitted to say 
that of these systems of improvement, | wowii 


man from Michigan. 
stitutionally consent that the United Sta 
undertake any general system of interna] j 








| fected by their money. 
|| If, sir, we appropriate money for internal im- 
|| provements, especially when they ran through our 
|| own lands, I cannot see why we should not pre. 
|| serve our jurisdiction over them for the benefit of 
the United States, to impose such tolls as we may 
think proper, without delegating to a State the 
power to impose tolls ad libitum, for a time, and 
then restrict it to a diseretion afterwards. It has 
been said that there is a very large class of poli- 
ticians opposed to an apprupriation of the public 
funds for a system of internal improvements. 

Mr. CASS, Will the honorable gentleman 
allow me to say one word? I have not said that 
the General Government might-appropriate money 
for these objects. I have put this question exclu- 
sively upon that power in the Constitution which 
gives us authority to dispose of the public domain. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator is willing to give 
away the public lands out of which money is re- 
alized for internal improvements. But if it was 
proposed to take money out of the Treasury (or 
that purpose, I suppose he would object to it. 

Mr. CASS, (in his seat.) 1 will think of tha 
when it comes. 

Mr. BUTLER. The position of the Senator, 
then, is this: So long as there is land out of which 
money can be realized, he is reconciled to vote to 
give itaway to Michigan or any other State. 
| Mr. President, I have no doubt that the work 








which is contemplated by the provisions of this 
bill, from the representations we have heard, may 
be of very general utility. But my difficulty 's 
that we ought not to appropriate money. | sup- 





pose that the value of the land to be ap- 
propriated will amount to one or two millions of 
dollars. 

Fy r. CASS, (in his seat.) Oh, no; not the half 
of it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Why, this bill appropriates 
five hundred thousand acres of land, and, [ take '', 
good land; for I have no doubt that the best land 
will be selected. The best land in Michigan would 
certainly be worth two dollars ted acre. That 
vere amount to a vies of ore. ae sir, 
such a proposition, so far as w, has never 
been contained in a single bill that has passed his 


bod . 

Tels ios it is useless for me to raise up 0b- 
jections of this kind. We departed from the strict 
principles of the Constitution the moment wt 
allowed one State to take our money for the 
improvements which it had undertaken. We have 
no limi ‘We give the jurisdiction of this 
work up t. Michigan the moment it is finished, 
and we furnish the m to finish it. We absr- 
doa.all jorindiction, ead gree it up to asingle Sute 


But the gentleman says this is not 
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_ it is only disposing of land. If the land 
pone) at sold, and the proceeds put into the 
Treasury, | suppose it would not be constitutional 
ip do this, as it would be appropriating money. 
put when the proposition is to give away five hun- 
thousand acres of land, worth at least two 
jollars per acre, it is only disposing of the public | 

8. 
oe raised my voice against this bill, and 
shall vote against it, but with very little hope that 
| shall succeed in arresting this matter. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. While*anxious to see the 
work constructed that this bill provides for, I had 

t doubts at first whether { should vote for the 
hil. My support of measures for the grant of 
iands in aid of internal improvements has rested 
principally upon the ground that the landholder 
increased the value of the land left to the amount 
of the grant. But the doubt that I had about this 
pill was, that it was not required to be taken in 
siternate sections along the line of the canal, but 
could be selected elsewhere. I saw at a glance 
that it was impossible to apply the principle of al- 
ternate sections to it, because the whole work in 
confined ina space of less than one mile. The 
land, therefore, must be taken in tracts elsewhere. 
The question now arises, will the selection of five | 
hundred thousand acres of land for this purpose | 
enhance the value of the public lands of the United | 
Siates more than the value of that quantity of 
land? Upon a little reflection, I am clearly satis- 
fied that it will produce that result—that the en- 
hancement of the value of the public lands will be 
materially greater than the five hundred thousand 
acres of the refuse land in the State of Michigan. 
I say refuse lands, because it is well known that in 
the State of Michigan the best land has long since 
been taken up. The lands that are left are of | 
comparatively little value, when we speak in ref- | 
erence to the best lands of the country. Besides, 
sir, these lands now are liable to be taken up by 
soldiers’ warrants, which are now selling in mar- 
ket at $115 for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land. Hence we see that the value of the land 
must be very small, when we come to assess the 
amount that the land will come to. 

The principle upon which I support the bill is 
this; Above the Falls of Ste. Marie, on the borders 
of Lake Superior, there are many millions of acres 
of public lands undisposed of. In fact, all that 
country bordering upon that lake, some 600 or 800 





| tained in the Senate, and elsewhere, that the 


















miles in length, remains now vacant, except here 
and there a tract of mineral lands which have been 
disposed of. These lands are inaccessible; you 





cannot approach them by land or by water. The 
lakes cut off all communication by land between 
that country and the peninsula of Michigan. 
There is no road unless you go more then a thou- 
sand miles around, by which you can reach the 
lands of Lake Superior. And you cannot reach 
these lands by vessels, in consequence of these ob- 
structions. Make a canal of three-fourths of a 
mile in length around these falls, and then you can 
send a vessel from Buffalo to Fond du Lac on Lake 
Superior. You open 50 000,000 or 100,000,000 of 
acres of public lands, which are now vacant, to an 
accessible market, by making this canal of less 


tively valueless without this canal, but they will 
be valuable as soon as it is opened. This short 
piece of a canal opens a communication with the 
whole country above the falls. It is for that reason 
that | think that theenhancement of the value of the 
remaining lands will be infinitely greater than the 
— of the pone ave oe I = 
refore vote for this bill, u e principle 

have supported in other bills, Shas it is proper to 
donate public lands for public improvement; that 
the result of that improvement will be to make the 
lands of the Government of the United States more 
valuable than they would have been if the donation 
not been made. 
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than a mile in length. These lands are compare- | 


~ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


greatly enhance the value of the fund, | have not 
a difficulty in giving my support to this 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
I have for a great while heard this opinion main- 


United States would be great gainers by bestow- 
ing their public lands on public improvements. I 
am not quite sure that we have not got pretty 
strong evidence of that this session, by the very 
large grants of land which we have made. I once 
entertained the idea myself, that where the public 
lands were given away in alternate sections, the 
increased price of the lands reserved would indem- 
nify the United States for what they gave away. 

Now, sir, | do not rise to oppose this measure. 
[admit its importance. I do pot mean to say 
whether [ will or will not vote for it. But I cer- 
tainly shall not say that I intend to vote against it 
at this time. I should be glad to have some infor- 
mation on this subject. In the first place, | should 
like to know, if the public lands are open at an 
entry of $1 25 per acre everywhere, and that is 
the fixed price—how are we to advance our inter- 
ests by opening this canal, except that it may fa- 
cilitate and give greater dispatch to their settle- 
ment? Jf the price is fixed and determinate, how 
are we to increase the value of these lands? I 
know there is the form of a sale at auction gener- 
ally; but that everybody has long since learned 
to be merely nominal. 

I should like to know how, when we do not 
provide in the bill for alternate sections and for in- 
creasing the value of the sections reserved, there 
is any possibility of the United States enriching 
themselves in any way by this proces? And I 
should be glad to know whether these lands 
ordinarily, if left open for settlement, are not 
occupied by that class of persons known as 
“‘ squatters,”» who begin to settle the moment a 
line of improvement is laid down and designated 
so as to enable them to do it? 

I should also be very happy to be enlightened 
on another point. We have been granting these 
lands for a great while, and now I should be glad 
if some honorable Senator would state to the Sen- 
ate what public works have been accomplished by 
this process—what canals, what railroads, what 
great public improvements have at any time been 
accomplished by this process, and brought into 
active use, so that the public could enjoy them? 
I would like to hear an answer to that. If there 
be any work that has really, through this facility, 
been brought into existence, it would seem to be 
some argument in favor of this. 1 know that there 
are some works that have been completed. But I 
will make one remark, and that is this: As far as 
we have experience in the construction of public 
works, we know it takes money to build them. 
You must raise money todo it; and | have never 
yet seen a public work constructed without the aid 
of money. . Well, suppose you go into a new 
country and you propose to make a road out of 
land. Where are you to get your money to do it 
with? The improvement must precede the en- 
hancement of price and enhancement of value. 
Therefore, whoever undertakes to construct a road 
must go with capital enough in his pocket to keep 
the lands until the improvement is made. Other- 
wise, how can he enjoy those advantages which 
are represented to us to arise out of the increased 
value ? 

Then, again, | have one more remark to make. 
Of all ies which undertake internal improve- 
ments, I think experience has shown that States 
are least competent to undertake them with any 
skill and economy. Why, sir, is it not a portion 
of the his of the times that almost every State 
that has undertaken to carry systems of this sort 
into execution has fallen into great embarrassment 
by it? This would seem to be sufficient evidence 
wenn worms one that is well calculated to 
carry into execution of this description. 
Private co \ or associations of individuals, 

i shown, are much better adapted to 
the pu 


And now, sir, if 1 am going to vote half a million 
acres of land, i want to be satisfied, in the first 
place, that the object will be carried into effect-— 
that we shall obtain a canal. And | say frank!y to 
the Senator from Michigan, that | wi 
fully give half a million acres of 
see some distinct assurance that 
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ecution. But I would not give it on the idea that 
we are to raise the value of our lands, or that 
we are to reap to the Treasury or the country eny 
benefit whatever, except that it may promote its 
prosperity by extending its pepulation, by increas- 
ing its settlement, and by having the land taken up 
in that way. And that can be done by it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | will reply to the inquries 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. He desires 
to know what canals have been constructed out 
of the grants of lands that have heretofore been 
made to different States. { will inform him. Sir, 
in all probability you would not have had the 
Ohio canal, from Lake Erie to Portsmouth on the 
Ohio river, but for the grant of land made in aid 
of it. It is true that the land itself was not suf- 
ficient to pay for the entire expense of construct- 
ing the work; but it was enough to enable the 
State to induce capital to be invested in Ht, and it 
did result in the effectual accomplishment of that 
work. I think that canal owes its existence to 
the grant of land, in alternate sections, upon the 
principle that has been adopted in the several acts 
that have been passed by the Senate at this session. 

There is another canal from Toledo, in Ohio, 
through the Maumee and Wabash valleys, to the 
Ohio river at Evansville, which owes its exist- 
ence to three different grants of land made by thie 
Government to aid in the different portions of its 
construction. ‘The first grant was made for a ca- 
nal from Lake Erie toa point on the Wabash, 
where it was supposed to be navigable. Finding 
that the river was not navigable to that point, it 
was extended by another grant to Terre Haute; 
and in 1845 we made a third grant to extend it to 
the Ohio river at Evansville. This last grant waa 
for 800,000 acres. By these grants the States of 
Ohio and Indiana were enabled to have a canal 
several hundred miles in length. That important 
and magnificent improvement—the longest canal 
in America—owes its existence to this policy of 
granting public lands in aid of public works—a 
canal through which portions of Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Ohio, and Illinois, receive a large portion 
of their goods, and send to market a large portion 
of their products. 

Again, sir, there is a canal connecting Lake 
Michigan with the Illinois river, by which there is 
a continuous communication from the mouth of the 
St. Lawrence, through the whole line of lakes and 
the Mississippi, to the Gulf of Mexico, known as 
the Illinois and Michigan canal. That canal owes 
its existence to a grant of land made by this Gov- 
ernment to the State of Hilinois, in alternate sec- 
tions in aid of the work. It is true that the grant, 
which was only for about 290,000 acres, was not 
enough to complete the work—not half enough; 
but, sir, the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Davis] ought to know, and if he reflects a minute 
he will know, that the completion of that canal is 
to be attributed to the grant of lands made by this 
Government in aid of its construction. He, sir, 
rendered essential service to the State of lilingis in 
the negotiation which resulted in the completion of 
that canal. The State of Illinois remembers with 
gratitude the service he rendered her upon that oc® 
casion. After that experience, it seems to me that 
he ought to be a convert to and a warm advocate 
of this system of improvement. It was true, ae I 
have before observed, that the grant of land was 
not sufficient to complete the work; but after we 
had expended upon the work about $7,000,000, 
and the resources and credit of the State, we found 

it absolutely impossible to complete the work 
without negotiating a new loan of $1,000,000; and 
those lands were specifically pledged for the pay~- 
ment of that new loan. Jt was upon the faith of 
those lands that we were enabled to get the money. 
But for that grant of lands we should not have 
been able to get the money, and the work would 
not have been completed. In consequence of that 
grant, we have now a navigation by water from 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, through the whole line 
of those lakes, down to the Illinois river and the 
Mississippi, to the Gulf of Mexico, making the 
greater portion of the United States into an island, 
completing the most extensive inland navigation in 
the world. 

Then | call the Senator’s attention to another 
work. The Senators from lowa, | am sure, will 
never forget the grant of lands made by this Gov- 
ernment to aid in the improvement of the Des 
Moines river, conn, Ost eee navigable for 
steamboats for several miles, when it waa 
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not navigable before, and never would have be- 
come ao, but for the grant ef lands passed by us 
only four or five years ago. ; 5 DS aa 
Again: the Senators from Wisconsin will in- 
form you that there iaa improvement 
now being made in that State, to connect Green 
Bay, through Fox river ant Wisconsin river, 
with the Missi 








work, the extreme suarces of the Mississippi will 
be connected by continuous navigation with the 
whole line of lakes and the ocean. It is being 
done upon the faith of the grant of land made by 
this Government in aid of the work. kt was that 
grant ef land that put the work in motion. It | 
would not, for many years to come, have been at- | 
tempted without it. ow, sir, several of the locks | 
have been completed, and the work is rapidiy pro- 
gressing, with a portion of it in successful opera- 
tion, 

Now, having shown that in these various in- 
stances—wherever, indeed, you have made a grant | 
of land in aid of these. worke—they have resulted | 
in the speedy commencement, and, | may say, the | 
apeedy completion, of the works for which they 
were granted, l ask if the Senator does not find | 
that invaleable service has been rendered to the 
country—that invaluable works of improvement | 
have been executed in consequence of these grants | 
oflands. Sir, if any system of legislation is to be | 
tested from the results that flow from it, no ays- | 
tem was ever adopted by this Government which 
has more clearly vindicated iteelf than this policy 
of granting lands in favor of public works. And, 
sir, | think that every friend of the system, every | 
man who has ever given a vote in aid of il, has a 
right to congratulate himself and the country upon 
the practical resulta whieh have flowed from it. | 

One word in answer to the other question of the | 
Senator. He wants to know how the United States | 
are benefited by the enhanceme:t of the vaiue of 
the peblic lands, inasmuch as the price of the 
lands ie fixed by law, and as we sell them in 
scurcely any instance above the minimum price. 
In the villa we have pasged this session that is not 
the case, In every bill passed at this session, | 
making grante of land for these purposes, we have | 
doubled the price of the alternate sections, raising | 
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it from the minimum.of $1 25 to $2 50, so that | 


the Government is to receive the same sum for the | 
remaining half of the lands as would have been | 
otherwise received for the whole. 

Phere are lands, sir, upon some of the lines of 
improvement, iat have been in market forty years 
at $] 25 an acre, and which have not been sold— | 


ble, lying in the midst of vast prairies, where there 
was no timber with which te construct houses, 
fences, and other improvements, and for the further | 
reason that they were distant from market. ‘Phe 

absence of timber and the distance from market 

rendered these lands valueless. lo consequence of | 
these iwo difficulties, lands that would produce | 
eighty and one-hundred bushels of corn, or thirty | 


way. 
lands of great fertility, but which were inaccessi- | The motion to postpone was accordingly with- 


| 
i 
bushels of wheat to the acre—some of the richest | 





lands in the world—have been lying in market un- | 
Fold at a dollar and a r an acre for forty | 
ears, You are hardly able tosell an acre of them. 
You may keep them in market for another forty | 
yeurs, unless the great landed proprietor, who is 
chiefly to be benedsed by the improvements, shall 
contribute his moiety towards their construction. 
t will aleo anewer the Senator’s question with | 
regard to this particular grant—whether the lands 
wpon the border of Lake Superior are to be bene- 
fied by this bill, while they are still to be sold at | 
a dollar and a quarter an acre. The Senator says | 
that ue auction sales of the public lands have | 
reven in practice to be nominal, as the 
nds seldom sell above the minimum price. This 
38 very true, Bat it does not prove that the United. 
States gains nothing by the enhancement of the 
value of the lands by rat and canals, I have 
already referred to the fact that in all the States 
where the lands have been many years in market. 
large portions of them remain unsold. because of 
thei? distance from timber and markets. Such 
wiil eantinue to be the case, uniesa these 
to emigration and settlement are removed. This. 
can only be done by" ing the making of 
roads, canada, and other means of communication 
to and through them, Wathout these improve- 
ments, you cannot realize a dollar and a quarter 
fer your lands; with these i you will 
fe a sala of all your -a dollar and 


|| landa in Michigan, at the same time that you en- 
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a r,and many of them at two dollars and a 
half. While you have millions of acres of these 
lands, from which you cannot realize a dollar 
under the niggardly policy which opposes this 
bill, you are borrowing money to defray the ex- 
traordinary expenses of the Government in time 
of war, and sometimes the ordinary expenses in 


issippi. By means of thie great || peace. 


Now, lL ask if it would not be better policy to 
make these lands available to the Treasury under 
the liberal policy which we advocate, and pay off 
your debts, and stop the intereat on such enor- 
mous loans. On the shores of Lake Superior 
there are more than 50,000,000 of acres of land 
which ean never be sold and improved without 
they have the means of communicating with other 
portions of the country. Now you have good 
navigation to the Falls of St. Marie; but there is 
an obstruction, which can be obviated by a canal 
three quarters of a mile in length, thus affording 
good navigation from every portuon of Lake Su- 
perior to the ocean. This great object can be at- 
tained by a grant of 500,000 acres of the refuse 





| hance the value and hasten the settlement of more | 
than 50,000,000 of acres upon the borders of Lake 
Superior, Uniess you do this, yeur lands there, | 
as they have elsewhere, will remain unsold for 
forty years. In my own State there are 14,000,000 
acres of vacant lands, allin market and- unsold. 
The same is true of Indiana, Missouri, and other 
States. Thus it will be with fitty or a hundred 
millions upon Lake Superior, if an illiberal and | 
unwise policy is to prevail. If auch a policy bad 
prevailed as would have insured the sale of these 
lande forty years ago, when they were first brought 
into market, the use of the money, or the interest 
upon it, would now amount to about three times 
as mach as the Government now asks for them. | 
Let any one make the calculation, and see which 
would be the best poticy for the Government ina 
pecuniary point of view. In a moral, commer- 
cial, and all other points of view, the advantages | 
are all in favor of the policy embraced in thie bill, | 
l am sorry to have detained the Senate so long. 

Mr. SHIELDS. | shall have to.ask the Senate 
to take up the order.of the day now, and | there- 
fore move to postpone the further consideration of 
this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 


| 








Will the Sen- 
ator allow me to say a few words? | will renew 
his motion when | get through. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Well, | suppose 1 must give 





drawn. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, This public 
land system is not a matter which greatly imteresta 
my mind, for | long since formed my opinion that 
the old States are not to profit by the public lands 

| in any way. 

Mr. JONES, They get the money. 

Mr. DAVIS. What for? 

Mr. JONES. Why for the lands, 

Mr. DAViS. The Senator says we get the mo- 
ney for the lands. Weil, a lithe money does go 
into the rset and so far as that goes it is a 
public benefit. But 1 do not think that the course 
of policy of the United States is to be such as very 
materially to benefit the old States. by any disposi- 
tion which is made of the public lands. We are 
left, therefore, to act pretty independently, and in 
the way that we deem most just towards the new 
States, onpeesating the lands generally for their 
benefit. 1 believe | have voted: as liberally as. al- 
most anybody upon all these subjects, and my ob- 
ject was merely to get a litle information to guide 
me in these votes this morning. 

The Senator from Liinois — Doveras] does 
not quite meet the point. position which b 
assumed was, that lands are not available for the 
construction of a work. Time and: experience 
have that. | could not take a safer exam~- 
ple to prove the truth of my position than the one 
which be has quoted himself, Why, sir, | thinks 
that the Senator from Lilinois will tell yeu. qew. 
that two thirds of the ates the Himois and 
Machigan canal remain unsold at this day, after a. 
lapse of perhaps twenty years. | voted: for, that 
very improvement twenty years ago, and | appre+ 


hend that twe thirds of lands remain unsold: |! 


they were used for the purpose, as the Senator 


| 
at this day. They were valuable, and | admit | 
staies, of strengthening the credit-of the State. — | 





Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator 


for an answer on that one point? Give way 


that of the alternate sections belongi my 
ernment of the United we-thirde oan” 
main vacant? - 

Mr. DAVIS. Wo; E mean your own. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ah! that is very true. Th 
Government of the United States has already ; 
the money for the half of the hands reserve; 
herself, at her own price. It is true that we hive 
not sold all the lands belonging to the State. 4, 
the reason that we did not choose to throw them 
into market until the canal was finished, and then 
at high prices, so as to make the proceeds pay a 
large portion of the cost of the work. Kach tract 
has been valued, and a price set upon it. The 
prices range from three dollars to one hundred do}. 
lars per acre, and where towns have been Jaid ous 
upon them they bring handreds and thousands of 
dollars to the acre. F have paid within the las 
year twenty-five dollars peracre for some of those 
farming lands, and consider it a good speculation 
at that price. These lands ave now being sold 


'| rapidly at the valuation fixed wpon them, and 


—— bring a large advance on that valuation, 

hey would all have been sold long aco, if the 

price had been fixed at two dollars and a half per 

acre. But our State does not choose to sell ‘her 

lands at that price so long as she is in debt, ang 

= realize more from their sale to discharge tha: 
ebt. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. FT am not go 
badly informed that | do not Know that the alter- 
nate sections on to the United States had 
gone long ago, but | should like to know from the 
honorable Senator whether the United States ever 
got more than a dollar and a quarter per acre? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir, they did not; for 
the reason that the United States were not wise 
enough to put in the provision which t have caused 
to be inserted in all the bills this session, raising 
the*price to two dollars and a half. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Masse 
chusetts must not be mterrupted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. He asked me a question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. And { was 
very glad to receive the answer. We may set 
that down, then, as a fact, and this was one of the 
very cases in which we were to be greatly bene- 
fited. s If the ae emer bear — me | will 
state the reason w supported thi stem at 
the time that grant oes aude. We ward to sel} 
these alternate sections, having the benefit of the 
great improvement which the United States was to 
aid in bringing imto existence, and we were to get 
a price accordingly. Well, now, the practical re- 
sult of all that is, that the whole of these lands 
have passed out of the hands of the United States, 
and the United States never realized more than a 
dollar anda quarter for any acre of them that I 
know of. There is the practical result of that 
operation, and that is what makes me somewhat 
doubtful when it is supposed that the Government 
will profit by this work. I-may add, white touch- 
ing this point, and | think the Senator from IIlinois 
and myself shall not disagree about it, that within 
ten nies of this canal, at this day, you may find 
excellent farming land that may be purchased for 
a dollar and a quarter. That is the effect on the 
surrounding country after an operation of some 
twenty years. | admit the = utility of this 
work. I donot deny it, and | do not deny that 
these lands were in some measure, perhaps, the 
cause of bringing it into existence. But what | do 
say is, that land are not money, and public 
works must be constructed by the aid of money. 
‘Fhe sale of lands cannot take place in season to 
construct the works, and therefore, if the State of 
Miehigan is going to undertake this : work, 
she must go forward with funds if she mzans to 
i herself out of these lands. It cannot 
be done in any other way. The rise im the value 
yt se er ahaaegiaeanen Eteenewone 

ou mast, th wait: 
ye -eause of the embarrass- 





is made. That was 
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nothing can be more certain than that land 
not make a pubhe improvement, unless 
ing it has power to go into the 
a 4 cen ae this descrip- 
are many t projects is i 
eae are ee ta dozen railroads to the 
Preity | believe—to throw forward great public 
nprovements before there is any public existing 
veh demands them, and before there is any bus- 
en existing which requires such facilities and 
improvements. Nothing can be plainer than that 
population must precede improvements of this sort. 
Population creates business, and railroads and ca- 
wis are made for business. What, then, is the 
ye of making a canal through a country where 
here is HO buscness? I know that when there it 
poasibly create the growth of population and 
pqsiness, but it is a hard and expensive mode of 
opulating a country by means of this deseription. 
js | said before, the State is an unsuitable body 
for this purpose. Still if they can do it; if they 
can give us assurances here that they can do it; 
if they will show us how they can do it, | wilt 
certainly not withhold my support from it at all. 
No; on the contrary I should be very glad to see 
done; but I like to refer to something like facts. 
We have been told here that the United States are | 
to be greatly enriched and the Treasury largely | 
benefited by schemes of this description. Now, 
| should like to know if there is a case in which || 
the United States have profited by the sale of the | 
lands. The Senator from Hlinow says thet the 
reason is because we have not made the provision 
raising the price of the alternate sections to two 
dollars and a half, which has been inserted in the 
bills passed this session, Well, have you realized 
thet? Has anybody bought your lands at that 
price? When they come to be taken up and the 
money paid into the ‘Treasury, then I shall give | 
credit for it; but it remains to be seen whether 
ihey will be taken up at that price, and whether the 
Unued States will realize the amount which is 
now placed to her credit in these operations. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Government got just | 
what she asked, She got but $1 25 per acre be- 
cause she had fixed on that price by law. I ask 
ihe Senator from Massachusetts, if it is the prac- 
ie of his constituents when they buy land to give 
more than the owner asks for it? 

The people of blinois have never learned to pay 
more for publie lands, or for private lands, than || 
the holder of the lands asks them to pay. You | 
ask them a dollar and a quarter an acre on the line | 
of that canal, and they give it. Now, | can prove 
tohim 4hat we might have got two dollars and a | 
half, or even five dollars an acre as easy as one 
and aquarter, . Why, sir, every acre of that land || 
now sells at prices ranging from three dollars to a || 
hundred, a 
anacre. We are giving five, ten, twenty, thirty | 
dollars per acre for the farming lands. So, if the 
Government of the United States had fixed the 
price at two dollars and a half, it would have been 
paid very willingly. The very fact that our lands 
are selling at those high prices shows that the 
price is Owing to the construction of the filinois 
and Michigan canal. ‘Phe finishing of that work 
would have made the other alternate sections 
equally as valuable as those we have already sold. 
| think it is clear that Government might have | 
got double price if it only had asked it. In view 
of these facta, I inserted in all the railroad bills a 
clause raising the — of the alternate sections to | 
two doliars and fifty cents peracre. But [ think | 
the Government has been the gainer by selling the | 
lands even at the price of one and a quarter | 
per acre. Had it not been for this canal those 
lands that are situated along the line would not. 
have sold for even a dollar and a quarter per acre. 

There is land at the duinntevot thy miles from 
Peorreine that is — now, and will be vacant 

‘next quarter of a century, at a dollar and 
® quarter per acre, unless a canal or railroad, or 
some other improvement comes near them. It is 
therefore the canal that has enabled you to get a: 
dollar and a quarter for those lands that have 
sold. You would not have had thi in your 
Treasury if this grant of land had not been made. 
Thope, thn that anexamination of these facts 
will convince the Senate that the opinions drawn 
‘rom them are well founded: ‘The Senator from Mas- 
Sachusetts has had some|personal ex perience in con- 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I now renew 


the motion to . 
Mr. BRIGHT. I the Senator will allow 
me to say a few words first. 


Mr. IBLDS. 1 only want to make the 
bounty land bill the special order for to-morrow | 
or Monday. 

Mr. CASS. We had better dispose of this first. 
The vote can be taken very soon now. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have no wish to interfere 
with this, but | want to make the other bill the 
special order for to-morrow or Monday. | will | 
make a motion to that effect. 

The PRESIDENT. What is the position of | 
that bill? i 

Mr. SHIELDS. It was made the special order || 
for to-day at twelve o’clock. ! 

The PRESIDENT. [t cannot be taken up un- 
til this is disposed of in some way. 

Mr. SHIELDS. We shall go into executive || 
session, | suppose, at one o’cloek, and there will || 
not be time to finish the bill to-day. 


1 











Mr. DAVIS. | withdraw the motion to post- || 
pone. | 
Mr. BRIGHT. I was about to remark, when || 


interranted, that the reply of the Senator from ILI- | 
linois [Mr. Dovetas] to the inquiry made by the | 
Senater from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis} super- | 
sedes the necessity of my saying anything. 1 || 
cannot allow him, however, to remain under the || 
delusion he seems to be in in reference to the influ- | 
ence which the very muniticent grants of public || 
lands made by the General Government from time) 
to time, to several States, has had upon the growth, | 
wealth, and prosperity of those States. Ff had sup- | 
posed that the honorable Senator from Massachu- || 
setts was fully conversant with the benefits which || 
the western States generally, and particularly the || 
State which I have the honor in part to represent, || 
had derived from this source. As he appears not || 
to’ be, indeed admits he is not by the inquiry he | 
makes, f must claim the indulgence of the Senate 
long enough to answer briefly so much of his | 
inquiry as relates to the advantages Indiana has | 
derived from the various liberal cessions of the | 
public lands within her borders. 

She has a line of canal, stretching from her | 
northern to her extreme southern border—from || 
Evansville, one of the most flourishing business | 
points on the banks of the Ohio river, to the 
northeastern corner of that State, thus connecting 
the waters of the Ohio river with those of the 
Maumee and Lake Erie, a distance of miles || 
of which is completed, and the greater part of || 
which distance the canal has been in successful || 
operation for some years. This cenal, located the || 
greater part of this distance in the Wabash valley, || 
through soil as fertile and productive as can be 





| 





by aid of lands, and funds created by lands, || 
granted by the General Government—granted | 
upon the same terms, and about the same condi- | 
tions, limitations, and restrictions as are to be 
found in several bills we have already passed || 
through this body this session. I refer to the bills | 
granting lands to Alabama, Mississippi, lowa, and 
Illinois, for the construction of a railroad com- 
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faithfal application of the same. This I believe is 
ag done by the bill now before us. 

ut, Mr. President, my chief object in rising 
was to bear testimony to the practical ad vantages 
resulting from the operation of these grants; and 
{ need not travel beyond the limits of my own 
State to find evidence demonstrating most conclu- 
sively she soundness of this policy. The great 
line of canal of which IT was speaking affords a 
most unanswerable argument to the objections 
urged against this bill by the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts. ft is said, and I adopt the 
sentiment, that the health of a country depends 
upon its productions, and | might go further and 
add, and its facilities for reaching a market where 
its surplus will at all umes command a fair price. 
The want of this has for years past rendered value- 
less, as it were, the surplus of much of the finest 
@nds in the western valley. But the industry, 
energy, and enterprise of western character, 
aided occasionally by liberal donations of the 
‘* people’s land,”” is rapidly removing these diffi- 
culties, and, judging the future by the past, a few 
years more will place all the States formed out of 
the great Northwestern Territory in a condition 
that I will not attempt to describe, lest the com- 
parison might be considered interested and invirti- 
ous. 

One other remark and I will yield the floor. The 
donation of eight hundred thousand acres of land 
to the State of Indiana, in 1845, for the purpose 
of completing the Wabash and Erie canal, has in 
good faith been applied to that object; and though 
the State has made a transfer of both canal and 
lands in liquidation of her indebtedness, it has 
been done upon such terms and with such reser- 
vations as insure a carrying out of the grant ac- 
cording to its original letter and spiri’, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. | think the grant 
proposed to be made to Michigan for the construc- 
tion of this canal, comes clearly within the prin- 
ciple which has always governed me in my action 
in reference to these grants—that is, that it will be 
the means of enhancing the value of the public 
lands connected with it, those on the borders of 


|| Lake Superior, and of benefiting the whole toun- 
| try by bringing them the more speedily into mar- 


ket. I have never adopted the policy urged so 
foreibly this morning by the Senator from Illinois, 

eer price of the reserved sections; be- 
lieving, as I do, that $7 25 per acre is enough to 
charge for the public lands, and that the Goverr.- 
ment gains most by their speedy sale. When they 
will not sell at that price, then the price should be 
reduced. I think that an examination of a major- 
ity of the land districts will show that they cost 
the Government more than their net proceeds; I 


| have therefore always been in favor of gran‘s 
I might say three hundred dollars i found west of the mountains, has been built mainly | which will hasten the sale of the public lands, and 


of a graduation of their price when they will not 
otherwise sell. Every argument which has been 
offered in favor of other works, I think applics 
with great force to this; yet | would not urge it 
solely on the ground of its tendency to increase 
the value of the public lands, for there ave other 
and to my mind more important considerations 
growing out of its peculiar situation. It is a fron- 


mencing at Mobile, and having at present its east- || tier work—it is a part of the national defence of 


ern terminus at Chicago, but whieh | hope, on or | 
after Thursday next, will have (so far as this body | 
is concerned) Indianapolis as its eastern terminus; 
for it will be recollected, that but a moment since 
the Senate took up and made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next a bill granting the right | 
of way and a donation of lands for a railroad from | 
Chieago, being a continuation of the great south- 
ern route I have just mentioned, to Indianapolis, 
with a branch road from some suitable point on | 
the main line, to where the southern Michigan | 
railroad enters the State of Indiana. | do net, I 
will not permit m 
these measures. 





nd in view of the extreme 


liberality of the Federal Government to the west- 
ern States generally, and to none more so than the 
i say there 





i } 





to dowbt the success of | 


| that frontier—it is essential to connect the marine 


intended for the protection of the lakes—and with- 
out it we must have a separate marine on Lake 
Superior from that of Lakes Huron and Michigan. 
Many years ago, I recollect that a proposition was 
stated and maintained by some of the best minds 
| in the country, for making a through cut, which 
| should reduce the level of Lake Superior, because 
| of ite greater depth and height above Lake Hu- 
| ron, and connect the two by a channel of dead 
water between them. The fall which now ob- 
structs the navigation is simply a ledge of rocks 
across the river St. Mary; and the proposition is 
to canal around it. That will answer al! the pur- 
poses, if the canal be made deep enough for the 
passage of the vessels, whether sail or steam, that 
are intended for the lakes; and this is, f think, a 
sufficient in favor of the construction of 
the work by the General Government. But if we 
can avoid an intrusion upon the sovereignty and 
jurisdiction of the State of Michigan, by making 
a of tand that will suffice for the construction 
of the work, and yet restrain the State from im- 
posing any onerous tax on the commerce that shail 
pass through: it, I believe it will be better than to 
make it a 


| 
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deposits, especially of copper on the shores of 
Lake Soperier, will no doubt be rendered by this 
canal highly profitable to the United States and to 
the State of Michigan. | donot think that we 
should measure the grant which we propose to 
make by the increased proceeds to be derived from 
the sale of the public lands, when there are higher 
though more remote considerations existing. The 
cheaper defence of that frontier, the more speedy 
settlement of the country which will ensue, and 
the revenue to be derived when it shall be inhab- 
ited by a wealthy and industrial population, will 


be of far more advantage to the Treasury than || 


that derived from the sale of the public lands. 

This is now perhaps the most exposed point on 
our frontier bordering upon Canada, running up 
to that portion of our country which, being un- 
settled, would furnish the avenue for the approach 
of the forces of Great Britain from the frontier of 
North Canada to our upper possessions in the Mis- 
sissippi. Itis a flat country, with light portages, 
ond easily crossed by batteau-men employed for 
such parposes, and for that reason weshould have 
the means of approacing that frontier readily at any 
time it may be required for the public defence. 
Unless there be danger of injury to the country be- 
iow, of which | am notable to judge, should myself 
prefer a through cut, in order that we may reduce 
the ‘evel of Lake Superior, and drain the country 
on Pigeon rivee and Rainy lake, which I think 
would inare to the benefit of the Treasury to the 
value of mavy millions. Leaving that point out 
of consideration—and it is not the proposition be- 
fore us—I merely wish to state, that if it was a 
proposition for a work of national defence alone, 
] should vote for the canal and the money neces- 
sary for ita construction asa national work. In 
that view, together with the other, that the en- 
hancement of the public lands will be effected by 
it, | shall cheerfully vote for the bill, if the grant 
be restricted to the country to be affected by the 
work. As it now standa, I find that the lands can 
be selected any where in the State of Michigan, but 
1 should prefer it to be confined to Lake Superior, 
or that land district. I make this suggestion to 
the particular friends of the bill. 

Mr, SMITH. 1 am decidedly in favor of this 
grant. | regard the proposed work as truly na- 
uonal in its character, and in my opinion it ought 
to be undertaken and prosecuted by the General 
Government; but aé there is very little prospect of 
that, as the next best thing that can be done, | am 
in favor of encouraging the State ef Michigan to 
undertake and complete this most important work. 
Ic is not a work fonthe benefit of Michigan alone; 
for, although it so happens that the location of this 
canal is within the borders of that State, the peo- 
ple of Michigan are no more interested in its con- 
siruction than are the people of several other States 
bordering on our northern lakes, There are no 
less than aix States besides the State of Michigan— 
Wisconsin, Llinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and New York—which have ports upon these 
northern lakes, and the shipping of every one of 
them will have occasion to resort to this canal for 
the purpose of participating in the benefits of what- 
ever commerce may spring up on Lake Superior. 
And | believe that the State of New York, through 
the port of Baffalo, will derive more benefit from 
the completion of this work than will the State of 
Michigan, other than is derived from the settle- 
ment of the upper peninsula through the opening 
of this navigauon. I concur also most fully in 
the suggestion made in reference to this subject b 
the Senator from Mississippi, that this is a wor 
of the very highest importance in a military point 
of view. And, sir, | would not oniy favor the 
building of a canal around the Falls of St. Mary’s, 
but alae the construction of one around the Falls of 
Nivgura, for the very same reason, In the event 
of a war between us and Great Britain, the British 
Government would derive an immense advantage 
from the Weiland canal, which opens a commu- 
a> between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. 

ithout @ similar one, we should have to main- 
tain nearly doubie the force that the British would 
on the two lakes, It.would require of us a force 
on each lake equal to that of the British on both 
lakes; for, by means of the Welland canal, they 
could assemble their entire force on either lake at 
theic pleasure, The work, therefore, in my opin- 
ion, should be treated on the principle on which 
the Government builds a fort for the protection of 

» the fronuier—aa an important military defence. 


This improvement can hardly be called a canal, 
and the proposition is in the nature of one for the 
improvement of a river. ‘fhe canal may be exca- 
vated within the banks of the river without any 
difficulty, and in that case it becomes a mere im- 
provement of the navigation of the river, and we 
make appropriations every year to improve the 
navigation of our rivers—the Ohio and the Missis- 
sippi. And L believe that some years ago the 
United States invested a very considerable amount 
of stock, in order to encourage the construction of 
the Louisville canal around the falls of the Ohio 
river. I consider this, therefore, as a mere river 
improvement, and as having no analogy with a 
proposition for the construction of a long line of 
canal across a State for the benefit of the people of 
a single State, and not for the benefit of a number 
of States, as in this case. In view of its greatim- 
portance, if this bill was one to appropriate five 
hundred thousand or a million of dollars for the 
construction of this canal by the Government of 
the United States, | should not object to it; but as 
no measures of this kind have passed, and proba- 
bly will not pass during the present session, as the 
next best thing which can be done, | am in favor 
of encouraging the people of Michigan to build 
this work, which, when completed, will inure to 
the direct benefit of six States, and indirectly to 
the benefit of the whole of the States of the Union. 
lam not at all concerned but that New England 
will derive all the benefit her people can desire 
from the construction of this work in the promo- 
tion of the general interests of the country. This 
miserable business—I will not say that, however, 
for | once voted for it myself, and thought it best— 
this idea of appropriating the avails of the public 
lands among the several States, so that every State 
shall have its share, has now been dropped, and no 
man is now wild enough to suppose that any such 
| olicy can ever again be carried through the two 

Hesse of Congress. The coileague of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, not now a member of this 
body, early in the session came forward with a 
proposition to give away the public lands to indi- 
viduals, but | prefer another disposition of them. 
Every proposition which may be presented here, 
I care not whether it be in a free or a slave State, 
to appropriate the public lands for the purpose of 
carrying forward any great work of public im- 
| provement, whether it be a railroad or a canal, or 


a harbor improvement, or anything of that char- 
acter, has always had my vote, and always shall. 
And no proposition has been submitted to the 
Senate of this character so important as the one 
now before it—one which is to increase our line of 
direct water communication by something like 
| nine hundred miles, and which, while it thus de- 
velops the resources of the country, will operate 
as a powerful means of military defence. In view 
of such considerations, | will not step to enter into 
any miserable calculations as to whether my own 
State will or will not receive quite as much benefit 
| from the works as the State of Michigan. I do 
not suppose that the people of New England will 
derive quite as much benefit directly from it as the 
people of the States bordering on the upper lakes, 
but the general prosperity of the country will be | 
greatly promoted thereby, and in that they will | 
participate. In its benefits as a work of military 
defence, they, with the rest of the country, will 
also participate. The Senator from Massachusetts 
says, that in his judgment the work will not in- 
crease the value of the public lands. I think, 
however, it will, though | will not dwell on that 
consideration. 1t will bring them up at least from 
nothing at all to $1 25 per acre. Withoutthis canal, 
the shores of Lake Superior will long remain un- 
populated, and the public lands there consequently | 
unsold, I repeat, that there is no analogy be- 
tween this proposition and one for the construc- 
tion of a railroad or canal through a State—it is , 
-one of a truly national character, and as such shall | 
receive my cordial support. 

Mr. FELCH. | wish to say a word in refer- 
ence to the particular situation of the country to | 
which reference has been made, because it seems | 
to me that the peculiar circumstances of the case to 
which the bill refers, are not fully embraced within | 
the application of the principle which gentlemen 
have vindicated in their remarks here. The liberal 
principle which the Senate has adopted in regard | 
to these improvements, has been to appropriate al- 
ternate sections of the public lands in aid of them, 
on the ground that the Government was part owner 
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great Mississippi valley. 
are also one of the causes which attract seitiers 
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or the land, and theref should contribute its 
part to the construction of an improvement whieh 
would result in increasing the value of such publi 

lands. And it has been said, also, th = 
must goon the land in the first place 
there could be eon for the construction 
of these works. ow, here it is evident that the 

liar situation of the country is overlooked 

is not understood. Settlers will not go on the na, 
for the reason that it is not a farming country, it 
is situated further to the north than any settled 
portion of the United States, and it isa count; 

the value of which, at cae at all events, a 
not consist in its agricultural resources, but in its 
rich mines of copper and iron, which are the on| 

inducements now operating to induce settlers to Z0 
there. The iron ore has been but recently de. 
veloped, yet there are several forges in Operation 
now, and itis likely, whenever the communication 
with the lower lakes shall be opened, to become an 
immense and important branch of business—im. 
portant not only to Michigan, but to the whole 


country at large, as increasing its resources; byt 


particularly important to the northwest and to the 
The mines of copper 


there, and in these the people of Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania are more interested than are those 


of Michigan, because they have turned their at. 


tention more particularly to the matter, and be. 


cause from their situation they have more means 


to be used in purposes of that kind. 

Let gentlemen look at it for a moment. Al. 
though no man ever moved into this northern pen. 
insula of Michigan for the purpose of farming— 
I do not say that the agricultural lands there will 
not be profitable when this becomes a populous 
mining district, for they undoubtedly will—but | 
assert that for the purpose of agricultural pursuit 
none go into the country atall, It is mining that 
attracts them there, and it is, therefore, the open- 
ing of this communication which is to render the 
lands valuable to the United States through the 
increase of facilities for getting the products of the 
mines to the market, and the consequent increase 
of the mining population. Yet these mines are 
already enhancing the wealth of the country. 
Look at the article of copper, for instance. The 
amount consumed in this country is about 6,000 
tons per annum, and five years ago comparatively 
none of it was produced in this country. Indeed, 
I am not aware that there was any, except, per- 
haps, a little in New Jersey.’ Yet last year we 
have produced in this region, to supply the con- 
tinual and increasing demand for this acticle in 
commerce and the useful purposes of art, to the 
amount of 4,000 tons. In three and half years 
the production has increased to such an extent 
that we are now able to supply 4,000 of the 6,000 
tons, or two-thirds of the whole amount of copper 
used in this country. This is not, therefore, to 
be regarded, as gentlemen seem to suppose, asa 
work of local interest, of interest to the State of 
Michigan alone; but as embracing considerations 
much higher, as a work of national interest. Every 
pound of copper which can be used in the United 
States may be, and eventually will be, obtained 
from that source; not only that, but a large amount 
can be furnished for exportation. Every pound of 
it, too, must be carried around these Falls, and 
every article of produce for the support of the 
miners—for none are produced there—must be 
carried up these Falls. During the last year the 
amount paid for transportation was $10,000. How, 
then, can the United States expect to sell its lands 
in that region without the opening of this connec- 
tion by the construction of this work? In that 
view of the case the public generally have the 
deepest interest in its construction. But I will re- 
fer to another evidence of its necessity. Fermerly 
the fisheries on Lake Superior furnished a large 
supply of fish, but they now have been abandoned 
enti because the cost of transportation 
around the _— is so great a = 
not profitabl continued.  ° year 
i : furnished a supply 

all of which had 
Falls, but at a we . 
expensive that it forced a relinquishment 


ired wheth- 
er, if this grant was made, there was any prospect 


‘that the work would be-completed and 1 am 


happy that I am able to question, 
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ly from my own imagination, but from 
act Sporrenen. of © Michigan has, as 
ot, received but litle from the General Gov- 
ernment in the way of grants of land for inter- 
nal improvements; indeed, not an acre ames 
what fell to her as her share in the general distri- 
potion of five hundred thousand acres to each of 
the public land States. In expending that amount 
of land, she found it necessary to divide it among 
several works of improvement—sometimes for a 
bridge, and in one or two instances for a canal 
around the falls of a river; but in every instance 
the object has been effected, and the works for 
which the land was thas appropriated have been 
completed. I know that, in the construction of 
rilroads, a certain amount of money is required. 
You cannot buy iron without money, it is true; 
but you can employ men to make excavations and 
‘them in land. It has been tested in Michi- 

n; and I will say further, that, if in making such 
excavations money is required in addition, the 
people of Michigan are so sensible of the import- 
anceof this work that they will see to it that the 
money is advanced. I have no hesitation, there- 
fore, in assuring the Senator from Massachusetts 
that, if this grant be made, the work will be done. 

Now, one word more. Michigan has struggled 
jong to secure the completion of this work. She 
began it herself in 1837, in those days when it was 
supposed she could raise money enough to carry 
on all her works of internal improvement, but, 
through some. misunderstanding, her workmen 
were driven away by the United States troops. An 
application was then made to Congress for a grant 
of money for the purpose, and a report was made. 
in favor of its construction as a national work. 
But the day seems to have passed when ‘such 
works are to be constructed in that way; and now, 
as this application seems to come within the class 
where the principle applies, of making appropria- 
tions of land for the benefit of remaining public 
lands, 1 hope it will be granted. It is the only 
way, perhaps, in which this important work can 
be constructed. As! remarked before, I am sorry 
that gentlemen seem to suppose that Michigan has 
more interest in this work than other States. It 
is true she has a natural interest in the settlement 
of the country, but the other States have an equal 
interest with her in the devolpment, in which it 
will assist, of the great mineral resources of the 
country. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
which | had in view in proposing the questions 
which I did for the consideration of gentlemen 
whose attention has been turned to this subject has 
been mainly answered. 1 was a little desirous that 
we should know and distinctly understand here 
whether or not this notion of the United States 
making money out of this thing was not delusive 
in its character, I have so considered it myself, 
80 far as regards the receipt of any money into the 
Treasury, and I wished this measure to stand on its 
true basis. Well, sir, I think that object has been 
pretty nearly attained by the course which this 
debate has taken. This is a great public work, 
heyond all question. It is one of great importance 
in many points of view, although I do not agree 
with the Senator from Michigan, who has just 
taken his seat, that Michigan is no more interested 
in it than are remote States. Her territory lies 
around this lake, and if it promotes the settlement 
of that territory, if it promotes the creation of cap- 
ital within her limits and carries a population there, 
she has a particular interest in it; but so far as re- 
gards the general purposes of commerce she has 
no more interest than any other State who engages 
in that commerce. 

Now, to place it in the power of commerce, 
which I agree is increasing in that region, to pass 
from one level to the other of these lakes, is an 
important consideration, and it is an important ob- 
Ject to be attained, if it can be. But, while I thus 
express myself, I still think that a State is not a 
body very well caleulated to carry the matter for- 

with economy, yet I cannot bat believe it is 
as well adapted to do so as the United States. 
And if the question was, whether Michigan should 
undertake it, or the United States undertake it, or 
the work be left undone, I should be very strongly 
inclined to grant the lands to Michigan for the pur- 
neniere cs aes has Ce 

« at merits 

that description to commend it—that has been very 
®pparent to me for a long time; and on that ground 








The object 


I, for one, shall very cheerfully give my support 
to the bill, though I can see other ways in 
which this great object could 
much more to my satisfaction. I should wish, 
however, before the bill is perfected, that there 
might be an amendment, the reason for which I 
will suggest. As the bill now stands it provides 


that the canal shall be completed within ten years. | 


Perhaps that is a reasonable length of time, but I 
do not think that the United States and all other 
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parties should be shut out from engaging in the | 


work, in the event of Michigan omitting to do it 
for that period, and therefore | hope that the friends 
of the bill will require the work to be commenced 
within, say three years, If so, the bill will stand 
in a form to meet my approvation much more 
strongly than it does. 

Mr. CASS. The amendment will be accepted. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Feica was 


again read. 

Mr DAWSON. I move to strike out the word 
interest” wherever it occurs, inasmuch as the 
proceeds for the capital are furnished by the Gen- 
eral Government. 

Mr. CASS. It refers only to the capital fur- 
nished by the State. 

Mr. DAWSON. Is there any capital to be fur- 
nished by the State for the construction of a canal 
three-quarters of a.mile long, when five hundred 
thousand acres of land, to be located wherever 
found, are appropriated for the same purpose ? 

Mr. CASS. In case the State does not furnish 
anv capital there will be no interest abont it. 

Mr. DAWSON. Is that so stated in the amend- 
ment? 

Mr. CASS. Especially so. 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well, then. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. To meet the views of the Sen- 
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discretion of the State in the sale of the lands, to 
the minimum price fixed for the lands of the Uni- 


accomplished ted States, unless some material objection can be 


shown. Another suggestion I will add, while | 

am up. The discretion which we grant to the 
State under this bill will give it the power to take 
mineral lands, if it thinks proper, unless there is 
aaas law in existence. which prohibits it being 
one. : 

Mr. CASS. There is such a law. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I doubt whether sucha 
law will operate upon a law subsequently passed 
so broad in its operation as this. Theidea that 
struck me was, that the passage of this bill under 
present circumstances would perhaps overthrow 
the general provisions of the law exempting min- 


| eral lands from appropriation, and that it might be 


|| against such a result, 


therefore proper to insert some provision to guard 
With these suggestions in 


| regard to these amendments I leave the matter te 


j 


the zentiemen who have the bill in charge. 

The question was stated to be on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Feron, (restricting the selection of 
the lands to the upper peningula. ) 

Mr. FELCH. With regard to the amendment 
I certainly prefer that it should not be adopted. It 


| was only offered to meet the views of other Sena- 


tors. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Oh, you had 
better withdraw it. 

Mr. FELCH. Very well, sir, | will withdraw 


| the amendment. 


\| 
1} 
| 


| 


ator from Massachusetts, | propose to amend the | 


bill by inserting after the word ‘* be,”” 
ond line of the fourth section, the words * com- 
menced within three and;’’ so thatthe section shall 
read— 

“Sec. 4. That if the said canal shall not be commenced 
within three and completed within ten years, the said State 
of Michigan shall be hound to pay to the United States the 
amount which may be received upon the sale of any part of 
said lands by said State, the title to the purchasers under 
said State remaining valid.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. 
ment, to meet the suggestion of the Senator from 
Mississippi. In the ninth line of the second sec- 
tion, after the word “ within,” insert the words 
“the upper peninsula of,’’ so as to confine the 
lands to be taken to the country bordering on the 
work. The section would then read a@*follows: 

 Sgc. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be, and 
hereby is, granted to said State of Michigan, for the purpose 
of aiding said State in constructing and completing said 
canal, five hundred thousand acres of pnbdlic lands, to be 
selected in subdivisions, agreeahly to the United States sur- 
veys, by an agent or agents, to he appointed by the Governor 
of said State, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, (altered afterwards to Interior,) from any lands 
within the upper peninsula of said State, subject to private 
entry.”* 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would ask 
the Senator whether that amendment would not 
be likely to retard the completion of this work ? 

Mr. CASS. 1 do not know but it will, but the 
Senator from Mississippi suggested it, and in the 
spirit of yielding with a view of carrying through 
the bill, we have acceded to it, It would be better 
for the object of the bill if was not made. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It seems to me 
that it would be more likely to secure the comple- 
tion of the work to leave it as it was. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


I will propose another amend- | 


in the sec- | 


j 

it 

i} 
} 


i] 
| 


The amendment was withdrawn, 
Mr. MANGUM. With the permission of the 


|| Senator from Michigan, and without disposing of 


the pending business, I have an interesting motion, 
which I desire to submit to the Senate by unani- 
mous consent. It isthat when the Senate adjourns, 
it adjourn to meeton Monday next. I think there 
can be no objection to permitting the vote to be 
taken on it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object, sir, most positively. 

So the motion could not be received. 

Mr. FELCH. The Senator from Kentucky in- 
quires whether this bill, as it now stands, will al- 
low the State of Michigan to select minerdt lands. 
I do not understand that it will, The proposition 
is to take only such lands as are subject to private 


| entry, or, I believe, that has been the construction 


tl 
| 
] 


| 


| 
: 
H 


\| 
| 


I have been favorable to | 


the passage of this bill, and it seems to me that the | 


amendment will retard the action of the State and | 
I would therefere | 


| 


of | 


the construction of the work. 


prefer that the amendment should not be adopted. 


While I prefer that, I will take the liberty of 
ion to the particular friends of 


making a suggestion 
the bill. There is no limit in the bill, that 1 can 
see, on the discretion of the State in disposing 


these lands after they shall have been selected. 


j 





given toa provision of this character in several 


| other similar acts that have been passed. Special 


laws, I believe, have been deemed necessary to 
enable entries of mineral lands to be made, the 
laws of the character of this one, applying only 
to lands which are the subject of private entry at 
the minimum price of $1 25 the acre. But if the 
bill did allow the entry of these mineral lands, that 
should be no objection to it. Taking the whole 
mineral country through, and in view of the diffi- 
culty of finding the mineral on every and any sec- 
tion, the commissioners recommend in their report 
that the price now fixed at $5 for the common de- 
scriptions of that kind of land shall be reduced to 
the ordinary minimum. price. And I do not un- 
derstand this bill to embrace these Innds, so long 
as they remain at the present price of $5 per acre. 
. Another inquiry made by the Senator, is whether 
there ought not to be made in the bill some provia- 
ion whereby the sales of land by the State shail 
not be ata less-rate than $1 25 the acre. Now, 
the operation of the bill, if it goes into effect, f 
think, will be this—and speak from a knowledge 
of what has been done in the State of Michigan 
under similar circumstances: The course has been 
to receive proposals for doing certain work, the 
pay to beso much land. No price is fixed on the 
lands, and none on the work. So many yardsare 
excavated—the description of the excavation, of 
course, to be ascertained by competent individuals; 
and in this case the most of it will be rock excava- 
tion, for which so much land is to be received in 
payment therefor, This is the form of the pro 

sal and of the contract. So that no difficulty could 
arise, La » from not fixing the price at 
which the lands shall be sold. The State will, of 


| course, select the best lands it can, 4nd it will be 


Would it not be well, inasmuch as the State has || her interest to dispose of them at the best prices 


the choice in the selection, to provide that they 


that can be obtained. I do not apprehend, there- 


shail not be disposed of for jess than the minimum || fore, any competition with the General Govern- 
ice of Government lands. -If it is allowed to do || ment. 


that, you will perceive that it will operate at once | 


on all the Government lands in that section of | 


country. I 
amendment 


Sechitinedipened on tedtog On 








Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ifthe State of Michigan 
succeeds in completing this work, aa l hope sie 
may, there will be no difficulty whatever, because 
then she will never be held responsible by ihe 
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Dnited States for 


may have gold. Bat if the State should make a) 


aate of a portion of the land or of the whole of it, 


end shoald be unable to complete the work, then, | Land 


as provided by the 4th section of the bill, she has 
6 sccount to the United States for the lands thus 
sold, If everything works well, there will be no 
difficulty, and ft admit no account would be re- 
quired. But if the land or & part of it should be 
disposed of, and the work should fail, then this ac- 
count would be required. It is necessary, there- 
fore, it seems to me, to modify the 4th section so 
as to require the State in that event to account to 


the United States for the lands sold at the rate of i 


Gt 25 the acre. 
Mr. CASS. First 
we will accept it, though | do not think: it at all ne- 


cemaury. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir, Iwill do itin | 


a hivute. £ move, then, to insert inthe 5th line 
of the 4th seetion, after the word “ State,” the 
following words: * not less than g1 25 per acre.”’ 
So that the section shalt read— 


} 
i 
j 
i 


‘ 


i 


} 
| Mr. BADGER. 








erlected as aforesnid, the route of said canal hall be 
established as aforesaid, and a plat or plats thereof shall be 
filed in the office of the War Department, aud a duplicate 
thervof in the office of the Commissioner of the 
Office. - 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 
ADJOURNMENT. 


nerat 


I now desire to submit a | 


: 
| 


| 


|| motion that was offered by my colleague at a | 
|| time when it was not in order, It is, that when 


r. JONES, I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, and the 


|} motion was agreed to. 
re the amendment, and || 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now move that the Senate 


i proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


1 


} 
| 
; 
| 


} 


«That if said canal shall not be commenced within three | 
venre, and completed witht ten years, the eaid State of | 


fieligan shat; be bound to pay to the United States the 
amount which may be received upon the sale of any part of 


said fand« at pot fess than @1 25 the acre, the title to the || 


purchasers under said State remaining valid.” 


Mr. CASS. Very well, we will agree to that. | 


Mr. HAMLIN. If the question can be taken 
at once on this bill E do net destre to interpose any 


objection; but if it is to be debated further, I must || 


move to postpone ite further consideration until || 


to-morrow. 

Mr. CASS. I hope the question will be taken | 
now. The bill certainly hes been discussed 
enough. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PELCH. There is an amendment which 


should be made to the eighth line of the second | 


rection, to correct an error made in copying. 
The word ** Treasury” should be stricken out, 
and the word “ Interior’? inserted, so that it will 
read Secretary of the Interior, instead of “ Secre- 
tary of the Treasury.” 
he ¢mendment was 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
fied in regard to the selection of mineral lands, and 
unless gentlemen are very certain about it, t should 
like to look into the matter, and therefore, with 
that view, [ shall move to postpone—— 
Mr. SMITH. With the permission of the Sen- 


to. 


ness. 

The motion was agreed to, and after some time 
so spent, the doors were reopened and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, August 31, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE RECENT MISSION TO LIBERIA. 


sent of the House to offer the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be | 


requested to communicate to this House, if the same, in his | 


opinion, is not incompatible with the public interest, the re- 
sult of the mission of Rev. R. R. Gurley to the Republic ot | 
Liberia, and especially the report of that gentleman of his 


visit to that couutry, Which report is now on file in the State 
Department.” 


Mr. McQUEEN objected—and the resolution 
was not received. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 
Mr. BAYLY rose to ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the Indian appropri- 


| ation bill, and said if the House would allow him 


/amoment to make a statement, he was sure they 
| would agree to take up the bill. 


| the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- || 


|| day next. 


| 


|| select committee, 


| oom bill. He hoped the 
prevail 


| Committee of the Whole 


} 





| 





| 
Mr. SILVESTER asked the unanimous con- on the part of any member, he believed, to a single 


| item of the bill, 


| 


} 
i 





| 


| 





> ena 
Would pot 
The motion was put and rejected. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the rules be 


pended, and that the House resolve itseir into 
House on the private 
calandar, and on that motion he asked the 
ahd nays. _ 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

And the motion was put and rejected. 

“ BUNDELCUND,” &c, 

The SPEAKER again announced, as the 

lar order, the report of Mr. Srawnny, from the 


Mr. SPFANLY took the floor. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina allow me to make 
an appeal to the House to take up the Indian ap. 


|| propriation bill? 


Mr. STANLY. I have no objection. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, the Indians were tp 
receive their annuities at a certain time; that time 
had nearly arrived, In case of failure, we could 
never explain to them why it was that we had not 
paid them their money. There was no objection 


He asked the unanimous consent 
that it be taken up and passed. 

Mr. BURT rose toa question of order. He said 
he had no objection to the bill, but he objected io 
any speech 

Mr. THOMPSON. I desire to make no speech, 

The SPEAKER inquired if there was any 
objection ? 

No objection was made. 

The bill making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the ladian Department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the va- 
rious Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 





|| 1851, was accordingly taken from the Speaker's 


|| table, and brought before the House. 


‘| The SPEAKER interposed, and said the gentle- | 
‘| man could only proceed by unanimous consent. 


fam not entirely satis- | 


Mr. SWEETSER objected. 


‘|| Mr. DANIEL asked the unanimous consent to 


j 
1 


' 


make a report from the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. PRESTON KING objected, and called for 


|| the regular order of business. 
} 


| 


ator, would suggest that the bill provides that the | ork 
|| ject he had in view. He was sure the gentleman 
‘| would not object if he understood it. 


selection shall be made by the State, subject to 
the approbation of the Secretary of the Imerior. 


There cen be no danger therefore of the interests | 


of the United States being compromitted, as he 
will not permit mineral lands to be selected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. If the gentleman will 
accept of a proviso, to come in at the end of the 
second section, it will obviate all the difficulty. It 
is? 

* Provitet, however, That no mineral lands belonging to 
the United States shalt be selected,”’ 

Mr. CASS. DP -will accept it if you will promise 
that it shall bethe lastamendment, (Laughter. ] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Certainly so. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. DAWSON. F desire to ask the Senator 


from Michigan whether a survey has been made | 


of this proposed canal, and what is the estimated 
cost of its construction ? 

Mr. CASS. There has been a long report on 
the subject. 

Mr. DAWSON. 

Mr. FELCH. 
raade by the t 
ject. In one of 
6 


What is the estimated cost? 
T hold in my hand two reports 
phical engineers on the sub- 


My object was to ascertain 
what would become of the batance, if theproceeds 
of ee — Same) amount, for instance, 
to wi 060 000: : 

‘The 34 and Se sections were not amended. 
They stand thus: 


; 


|| gentleman from New 


Mr. DANIEL said he hoped the gentleman 
from New York would allow him to state the ob- 


| Mr. PRESTON KING still objected. 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair understands: the 

'g York to insist upon his ob- 
jection, The regular order of business is on the 

| report of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 

| Sranwy,]} from the select committee, of which the 

| gentleman is the chairman. The previous ques- 


|| tion has been sustained, and the main question has 


| been ordered; and the gentleman from North Caro- 


|| lina is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. STANLY rose, and, simultaneously, 
Mr. CARTTER, who inquired if it would bein 


|| order to move to suspend the rules to go into Com» 
|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 


Mr. STANLY. I presume’ the gentleman from 


|| Ohio is not entitled to the floor to make the mo- 





sali aarti’ 


Ser. 3 and Sn 
herchy granted shalt be subject to the disposal of the Legis. — 


|| into Committée’of the Whole on the state of 


lature of said State for the and ne other; | 
sod the enid- cans shall be and remain. aw public highway | 
for the ase of the Government of the United States, free 
from toll or other charge the vessels of said Govern- 


neent engaged fn the , 


service, or wpon vessels em-— 


ployed by seid Governmentin the lanspertation of any prop- 


erty of traces of the United States. 
Sic. 5. Jind be it enacted, Ttiut before it shall be 
Aompeten: for said’ ‘dispose of any of the lands-to 


tion; but if it be the pleasure of the House, I will 
| yield the floor for this motion, or for any business 
which the House choose to take up. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


1 Ohio make the motion? 
| 


Mr. CARTTER. I will, with the consent of the 


em the cost is estimated at | gentleman from North Carolina, and not without, 
I have no objection, if the 
I should like to see the House 
take up the bill referred to by the chairman of the 


Mr. STANLY. 
House desire it. 


ittee of Ways and Means. 


the motion of Mr. Cantrrer. 





| with the view of progressing with the considera- 
tion of the Texas bill and amendments. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. If the House 





| The SPEAKER replied affirmatively. 


Mr. CARTTER stated that he had madethe 
ion that it 


motion inadvertently, under the j 


| was necessary to go into committee to take up the 


The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
Mr. CARTTER said, he had made the motion 


the 


|| Union, wilt not the California bill be first in order? 


| 


|| called. u 


} 
| 
| 
} 


| 





| 


| 


| » Mr. 


i 





The SPEAKER stated that the bill had been or- 
dered to be b 

Mr. JONES. Has the previous question been 
the passage of the bill ? 

The SPEAKER, The bill has not been read a 
third time. 

The bill then received its third reading. 

Mr. JONES moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

The question was taken, and the bill was passed. 

BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote, and 
to lay that motion on the table; which latter mo- 
tion was agreed to. 
‘*BUNDELCUND,”’ &c. 

The SPEAKER announced as the regular order, 
the report made on Wednesday by the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] from the se- 
lect committee; relative to the interference of office- 
holders under the last Administration im elections, 
and his resolution directing the Speaker to issue 
his warrant to the Sergeant-at- Arms to bring to the 
bar of the House Thomas Ritchie and C. P. Seng- 
stack, to answer for an alleged contempt of the 

ouse. 
Mr. STANLY obtained the floor, and spoke at 
some length in defence of the course of the select 
committee, and in reply to the gentlemen from In- 
diana, (Mr. Frreu,} from Virginia, [Mr. Meave,] 
and from New Hampshire, r. Hippanp.} He 
quoted the opinions of Mr. Jefferson and others, 
adverse to the interference of public officers in the 
ots eae _ ee ne from Arm 
charges made against him e gentleman from 
Inchana; and concluded wth epee his in- 
difference as to the course which might be taken 
in reference to the resolution and the'report. 
[A full report of his’ remarks will be published 


n eee 
Mr. STANLY concluded — 
The SPEAKER the House to order, and 


pe teem AeA 
announcing that the question was first on agreei 
to the amendment of Mr. Sctencx to the amend- 


ment of Mr. Car’ f 
Mr. INGE. To avoid further consu the 
time of the House, f move'to lay the whole sub- 


Mr. MILLSON: | Hopenot. I hope the House 
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nt. I ask the yeas and nays on the 
lay on the table, 

ya were ordered. | 
Mr. EEATHERSTON inquired if the report 
of the committee had been ordered to be printed? 

No reply was heard from the Speaker. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired, in case 
the motion prevailed, if it would dispose of the 
whole aubject ? 

The SPEAKER. 
on the table bis 

Mr. McLANE asked if it was in order to move 
to discharge the committee from the further con- 
sideration of the subject? 

The SPEAKER replied it was not. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
pegative—yeas 82, nays 96; as follow: 


amendme 
motion to 
The yeas and 
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YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Ashmun, Bay, 


Bennett, Bingham, Bisse!, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, 

ue 
= Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Duncan, 
Durkee, Etiot, Powter, Gentry, Gilmore, Green, Grinnell, 
Hull, Hammoed, Haralson, Harlan, Haymond, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Hubbard, Inge, J. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, 
James L. Johnson, Julian, Kerr, George G. King, Preston 
King, La S@re, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, 
Robert M. McLane, Finis E. Mclean, MeWillie, More- 
nead, Morse, Morton, Peaslee, Peek, Robbins, Root, Rose, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Shepperd, F. P. Stanton, R. H. 
Stanton, Strang, James Thompson, Jahn B. Thompson, 
Toombs. Tuck, Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, Wellhorn, Whit- 
tesevy, Wildrick, Williama, Wilmot, and Young—82, 


NAVS—Messrs. Alberésan, Alexander, Alston, Averett, I 


fayly, Beale, Breck, Briggs, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown 


Barrows, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter, | 
Casey, Chandler, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Ocle, Conger, 


Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Dunham, Edmundson, Nathan 
Evane, Ewing, Fitch, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gott, Gonld, Halloway, Hamilton, Isham G. Harrie, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hav, Hebard, Holladay, Howard, Howe, 
Andrew Johnson, Rohert W. Johnson, Jones, James G. 
King, John A. King. Marshall. Mason, Matteson, McCler- 
nand, McMallin, McQueen, Millson, Moore, Morris, Newell, 
Ogle, Orr, Otis, Parker, Phelps, Pitman, Powell, Pumam, 
Reynolds, Richardson, Robinson, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Silves- 
ter, Spautding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 
Van Dyke, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wentworth, White, 
Wilson, and Woodward—96. 


So the House determined that the whole subject 
should not be laid on the table. <“ 

Mr. CALVIN, when his name was called, rose 
and said: Mr. Speaker, I agreed with my colleague, 
[Mr. McLananan,] who has been called home to 
see his sick child, not to vote upon certain ques- 
tions (and this may be considered one of them) till 
next Tuesday. 

Mr. MeDONALD inquired of the Speaker 
whether the morning hour had expired? 

The SPEAKER said it had expired. 


Mr. McDONALD moved that the Houee pro- | 


ceed to the consideration of business on the Speak- 
er’s table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 
that it would be better that the question before the 
House should be disposed of now, so as not to 
occupy another morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Indiana a McDownatp] withdraw his motion? 

Mr. McDONALD inquired of tHe Speaker 


whether the previous question was now in opera- 
tion ? 


The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. McDONALD withdrew the motion. 

The question then reeurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Scuenck; which is as follows: 

“And that said warrant shall be made returnable on the 
second Monday of December next.” 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, renewed the 
motion that the House proceed to the considera- 
tion of business on the Speaker’s table. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes §2, noes 75. 

So the House refused to proceed to the eonsider- 
ation of business on the Speaker's table. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Scuenck. 

The resolution and amendment were read. 

Mr. BOWIE desired to be informed by the 
Sneaker, whether it would now be in order to 

era substitute? 

The SPEAKER. Kt will not be in order, be- 
cause the House is 
OF yc questi 

r. 


MILLSON asked the yeas and nays onthe 





and the yeas and nays were 





It will lay this zeport only | 


e 
| 


|, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, Cor- | 


ti 





acting under the operation of 


or 
ellers on the and nays were ordered, and 


CONG : 


Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion, which was again read. 

The ion was taken on Mr. Scuenecx’s | 
amendment, and decided in the negative—yeas 74, 
nays 103; as follow: 

YEA*—Mesars. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Benet, Bingham. Bokee, Bowie, Briggs, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, yhomas B. tutler, Joseph Cable, Casey, Chandier, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Eliot, Fowler, Freediey, Gott, Gould, Grimmett, Halloway, 
Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Howe, Hubbard, Inge. William 
T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, Jas. 
G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, Finis E. | 
MeLean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, 
Pitman, Putnam, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Schenck, 





; 


: 


| 
; 
' 


: 


deus Stevens, Tayler, John B. Thompson, Thurman, | 
bs, Tnek, Underhili, Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, | 
Watkins, White, and Wilson—74. 

NAYS—Meessers. Albertson, Allen, Ashe, Bay, Bayly 
Beale, Bissell, Raoth, Bowlin. Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. 
Brown, Buel, Burt, G. A. Caldwetl, Joseph P. Caldwell, | 
Cartier, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, | 
Dimmick, Doty, Danham, Durkee, Edmundson, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, feham | 
G. Harris. 8. W. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagiand, | 
Holiaday, Houston, Howard, Jos. W. Jackson, A. Johnson, 
R. W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sere, 
+ Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, MecClernand, | 
McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, MeMaullen, 
MeQueen, McWillie, Milleon, Morehead, Morris. Morse, 
Newell, Ogle, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Pheips, Powell, 
‘Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root. Ross, Sackett, Sav 
| age, Sawtelle, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Fred, P. Stanton, R. 
H. Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Walden, | 
| Waldo,. Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wil- | 
| iams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Young—103. 


So the amendment of Mr. Scuenck was re- 
| jected. 
| The question recurred upon the adoption of the 
| substitute of Mr. Carrrer. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeasand hays. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject upon the table. 

Messrs. MARSHALL, HIBBARD, and oth- 
ers, demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


’ 
' 
} . 








| ative—ayes 66, noes 72. 
So the subject was not laid on the table. 


divisible ? 


the House the motion to strike out and insert was 
not divisible. 

Mr. CASEY. Is it in order to move to proceed 
to business on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. CASEY. I make the motion, and demand 
| the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| The motion was put and rejected. 

The question recurred upon ordering the yeas 
and, nays unon the substitute of Mr. Carrrer. 

Mr. TAYLOR asked that the amendment be 

reported. 

The amendment was again read, as follows: 

* Resolved, That the subject be reeommitted to the eom- 
| mittee, with instructions to proceed by the ordinary process 
| of investigation to the discharge of their important duties.” 
| Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
| McQueen and Kine were appointed. 
| ‘The question being taken, the tellers reported— 
| ayes 43. 

"80 the yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken were—yeas 46, nays 138; as follow: 


YEAS — Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Bingham, Bissell, 

Booth, Bowie, Breck, W. J. Brown, Joseph Cable, Cartter, 
iel, Dimmick, Doty, Danean, Gorman, Go’ 

all, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hoagland, 

oward, Hubbard, Lage, Andrew Johuson, James L. John- 
son, Jones, Leffler, Job Mann, Mason, McDonald, MeMul- 
| len, Morris, Olds, Orr, Richardson, Robbins, Russ, Stet-un, 
Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Walden, Whittlesey, 
| Wildrick, and Young—46. . 
| NAYS—Mesers. Alexinder, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 


ae Averett, Bay, Bayly, oma snnett, Bokee, Bow- 
B. Butler, 


lin, riggs, Albert Buel, Burrows, Burt, 
Chester ler, Thomas George A. Caldwelt, 
—— P. Sn Geeta ae Gee Ww. 
Bins, Duer, Dunham Edmunison Bite Naren, 
















, Darker, in, Eliot, Nathan 
Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Pitch, Powter, ey, Ful- 

Hallowayv, 
Ray, Haymond, 
Houston, Howe, 


’ 3 » , 
. 


Hamilton, Harlan, 
Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Holladay, Holmes, 





AL GLOBE. 


| 


i 
; 
Schermerborn, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Thad- | 


The question was taken and decided in the neg- | 


| "Phe question recurred upon the substitute of | 
| Mr. Caatrer, proposing to strike out and insert, || 
ke. 

Mr. CROWELL inquired if the question was | 


The SPEAKER replied, that under the rules of | 


Green, | 


| Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, Wm. T. Jackson, Julian, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, Johh A King, Preston 
King, La Sére, Levin, Li Horace Mann, Marshall,” 
nee —n Robert M. teLsane, 
cLean, Meacha 
Boots Morehead be. 6 mOyene: 
r, Peasiee,  Piuman,; Reywoids, 


ETS 


Robinson, Roekwell, Root, Rose, Ramsey, Sackett, Saw- 
t He, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Sediton, Shen- 
perd, Silvester, , Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, RB. 
H Stanton, T. Stevens, Strong, Tavior, Thomas, James 
| ‘Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
_ Vinton, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wettborn, Wentworth, 
White, Williams, Wilson, and Woodward—138. 
So the substitute was rejected. 
_ The question recurring upon agreeing to the ori- 
| ginal resolution of Mr. Sranry, the yeas and 
| Mays were ordered, 

t. GENTRY rose and said: I believe the 
question is debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. The previous ques- 
tion is not yet exhausted, 

Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the resola- 
tion; which Was read. 

The question, “ Shall the resolution be adopt- 
ed?’ was then taken, and resulted—yeas 49, nays 
132; as follow: 

YEAS—Mesasrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Ashmun, 
Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Thomas B. Rutier, 
Campbell, Chandler, Clarke, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, 
Gort, Gould, Hatloway, Hay, Howe, William T, Jackson, 
Jimes G. King, John A. King, Mars all, Meacham, Moore, 
Nelson. Ogle, Otis, Pitman, Putnam, Reynol:'s, Rockweti, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Silvester, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stenly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
Thurman, Underwill. Van Dyke, and White—49. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alvertson, Allen, Anderavn, Ashe, Ay- 
erett, Baker, Bay, Buyly, Benle, Bissell, Booth, Bowie, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Buet, Bart, Chester Butler, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Cahiwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, Casey, 
Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, Daniel, Deberry, Dim- 
mick, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Edmundson, Frather- 
ston, Fitch, Fowler, Puller, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Green, 
Grinnett, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harian, 1. G. Harrie, &. 
W Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, 
Hotladay, Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hunter, Joseph W’. 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Jutian, Kerr, George G. King, Preston King, 
La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, 
| MeClernand, McDowell. McKissock, Robert M. MeL ane, 

Finis FE. McLean, MceMallen, MeQueen, McWillie, Milt- 
|} son, Morehead, Morris, Morten, Newell, Olde, Orr, Out- 
law, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Potter, Powell, Richard.on, 
Robbins, Root, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Schoolcraft, Sediton, 
Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stet- 
son, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
| Venable, Vinton, Walden, Walde, Wallace, Watkins, 
| Welborn, Whitilesey, Wiidrick, Williams, Woodward, 
and Young—132, 

So the resolution was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the nf®iion to 

rint. 

Mr. HIBBARD moved that the whole subject 
be laid on the table. 

The question was taken, and having been de- 
cided in the affirmative, 

The whole subject was laid on the table. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The question being taken, the House refused to 
adjourn. 

Mr. BOWLIN, (to the Speaker.) Is it in order 
now to move to proceed to call the committees for 
reports ? 

TheSPEAKER. The motion is not necessary. 
| That is the regular order of business, and the 
| Chair will proceed to call the committees for reports 
| if no other motion should be made. 
|| Mr, BOWLIN. Asthe gentleman from North 
| Carolina, (Mr. Damyex,} who is entitled tothe floor, 
|| is not, from the state of his health, prepared to go 
|| on with his remarks at this time, I would suggest 
|| that the call of the committees should be proceeded 
with. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Wholeon the 
private calendar. 

The motion, by ayes 55, noes 83, was rejected. 

Mr. WHITE said, that as the gentieman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Danret] did not feel able to 
proceed with his remarks to-day, he (Mr. W.) 
would move that the House take up the appropria- 
| tion bills on the Speaker’s table. 
| The SPEAKER. The motion can be made 

only by unanimous consent. 
|| Mr. WHITE. I am aware of that. 

Objection was made. , 

Mr. WHITE. There is one bil! 

TheSPEAKER. All remarks are out of order. 
The gentleman, was entitled to make his motion. 

Mr. WHITE. Then I will call for the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjovuri. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the Honse refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HALL moved that the House proceed to 
the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. STANLY suggested, as his colleague (Mr. 


Danse) was indisposed, that some other geniig- 


| 
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| 
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The following petition and memorial were pre- 
sented under the rale, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. WALDO: The memorial of Cheeny & Brothers 
and 18 others, importers and manufacturers of silks, asking 
for a reduction of the duties on raw silk. 

By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of Ephraim Koper, of 
Canton, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
Raf to authorize the issuing to him of a patent for a longer period 

than is now provided for by law. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mownpar, Seplember 2, 1850. 
The Journal of Saturday was read. 
Mr. GOTT stated that his name was erroneously 


the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Canrrer) to the 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
3 [Mr. Srancy,] relative to the refusal of Messrs. 
* Ritchi®and Sengstack to answer inquiries pro- 
r peunded to them by the select committee on that 
« subject. He had voted in the negative, and moved 
: that the Journal be corrected according! y. 
3 No objection being made, 

; The motion was put and agreed to. 

; And the Journal, as corrected, was approved. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. 1 desire permis- 
= sion-of the House to make a brief explanation in 

ep regard to some personal matters which occurred 

a upon the floor of the House. 

E The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
land asks the unanimous consent to make a per- 
sonal explanation: is objection made? 

Ne objection was made. 

Mr. McLANE Mr. Speaker: 1 desire per- 
mission to state that the difheulties which occurred 
in this House between Mr. Bayry, of Virginia, 
and Mr, Sweerser, of Ohio, have been satisfac- 
torily adjusted, by explanation between Mr. Dis- 


BS ney, of Ohio, as the friend of Mr. Sweerser, and 
Be myself as the friend of Mr. Barty; and evéry- 
¥ thing which was offensive or unpleasant in the 

ie: passages between them, has been withdrawn and 


utoned for, and the relations betwecn them as 
genvemen satisfactorily reéstablished. 


Mr. GREEN made an unsuccess/ful effort to in- 


F troduce a resolution, which was offered by him ata 
bs subsequent stage of the proceedings. 
BS Mr. JONES called up the following resolution, 


offered by him under a suspension of the rules on 
Monday last: 

“* Resolved, That the Speaker of this House cause to be 
procared and placed in the frout of the Cierk’s desk, two 
silitable seats ior the use of the Congressional Glube t- 
‘ = and pay fur the same out of the contingent fund of the 

ange,’ 

a 5 The SPEAKER stated, that the resolution was 
Abate £e the first business in order, and that the question 
hs K was jirst upon agreeing te the amendmen: offered 
Bp eee the gentieman from South Carolinia, (Mr. 


a hs : ieee 

i ined ak Graben, wad ne oon anes 
| 
' 





ordered, ‘ 
The following was the amendment of Mr. 
Al Woepwaarp: 


i é Suike out“ reporters of the Congressional Globe,” and 
Ly See jasert” the reperters to the Hoase.” 


‘ recorded in the affirmative upon the amendment of || 








{ 


| Duncan, Eliou, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gilmore, 








‘The yeas and nays were asked; and—the count 
being taken by Messrs. Duncan and Means, tell- 
ers—were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 83, nays 52; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, beck, Briggs, Burt, Josep Cabie, Cart- 
ier, Coaudier, Clingwan, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, tuller, Guidings, Green, Hall, Haralson, 
Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagiand, Holladay, 


| Howard, luge, William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James 


L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Peestou King, 
Levin, Jov Maun, MeVlernand, McKissuck, Meacuam, 
Moore, Morse, Morton, Neilson, Newell, Ogie, Otds, Orr, 
Owen, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, 


| Richardson, Robbins, Rodinsou, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Sav- 


e, Sawtelle, SchermerLom, Seddon, Silvester, Sprague, 

rederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
‘Thomas, ‘Toomvs, Venable, Walden, Waido, Watkins, 
Wemworth, and Young—s3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiberison, Alexander, Beale, Bennett, 
Bokee, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Wilham J. Browa, Burrows, 
Chester Butier, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Campbell, Clarke, W. R. W. Cobb, Cuie, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Daniel, Deverry, Dickey, Dimmick, Brake, Mace, 


Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hammond, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hilliard, Houston, J. W Jackson, Kaufman, James 
G. King, Jonn A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Liviefield, Horace 
Mann, Marshail, Matieson, McGaughey, Kk. M. McLane, F. 
BE. McLean, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Mulson, Morris, 
Ous, Outlaw, Parker, Reynolds, Rockweil, Root, Rose, 


Schenck, Schooicralt, Thaddeus Stevens, laylor, Jacob || 
| Thompson, James Thompsun, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, 
| Van Dyke, Vinton, Waliace, Wetiborn, White, Whituesey, || 
| Wildrick, Wiiliains, and Wilson—82. 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. DUER, and Mr. THOMPSON of Migsis- 
sippi, asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES withdrew the motion. 

THE MAIL STEAMERS. 
Mr. GREEN then moved that the rules of the 


House be suspended to enable him to offer the || 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the-United States be re- 
spectiully requested to communicate to this House the full 
aud exact cost of each of the lines of mail sveamers now 
in service of the Government, showing the original ad- 
vances, annual and aggregate, to each, and the amounts 
subsequently paid, whether for fuel, repairs, provision, 
officers’ salaries, seamen’s wages, &c., distinguishing each ; 
also, What receipts bave been paid into the Treasury from 
each line jor postage or otherwise, from said service for 
each year; and also, that he inform the House whether any 
of said lines have ever been, or are now, hypothecated, by 
the contractors, in whole or in part, to any individual, or to 
foreign States, cities, corporations, or Governments, 80 as 
to hazard their use or availability in the event of war. 


_ The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER (in reply to a question by Mr. 
Waite) stated, that as the resolution called for 
information, it must, if objection was made to its 
consideration at this time, lie over one day after 
the rules should have been suspended for its intro- 
duction. 

The question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspended ?”” 
was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 85, 


noes 56. 
Mr. RICHARDSON demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 
r. GOTT called for the reading of the resolu- 


tion; which was again read. , 
Mr. HILLIARD rose to put an inquiry to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








| : . ‘ * : ? 
i i man be allowed to take the floor, with the general || The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of tleman from Missouri, : 
| understanding that it should be awarded to his || the gentleman from South Carolina, if hie dimes Jeanie was understood to ee). The 
eee colleague hereafter. , ¥ ment included the word “ official’’ before the word || resolution had not already been adopted wn 
me oe The eee said, this could be done only |! “ re nw oa te Senate? . ¥ the 
ee ce ie? by universal consent, r. WO ARD. expression was, *‘ re- Mr. GREEN ied, not a simi ; 
| Sages “Ones of “Agreed,”’ in various parts of the nea to the House.” oe so far as he was ieieeenea. — resolution, 
i i House. Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to Mr. HILLIARD said, he was informed th 
a Mr. ROBINSON objected, and wished simply || ask whether there were such persons known as || such waa the fact, although he could not 8 > 
= 2 to Ray—— | reporters to the House? positively. peak 
a The SPEAKER interposed, and stated that re- || Mr. WOODWARD. This resolution makes Objection was made to further remarks 
ee marks were not in order. the reporters of the Globe reporters to the House. And the question, “Shall the rules he 
| Mr. ROBINSON added, that upon all occa- Mr. HOUSTON wished to inquire of the gen- || pended?’ was again taken, ‘and resulted ote. 
i ‘ sions he had voted for the previous question, and || tleman from South Carolina, in case this amend- || 196, nays 53; as follow: : Yeas 
i a he should continue to use his efforts to bring the || ment prevailed, how many reporters would be in- YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Alston 
ae = debate to a close at the earliest mogent, whoever || troduced in front of the Cleck’s desk? Itappeared || Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Sowths woe 
i Fo might want to speak. to him that there would not be room in the area to Boyd, Breck, Albert i. Brown, Buel, Burt Joseph Cab’ 
| : sR Mr. DANIEL took the floor, and, | accommodate them. ae - Nong ne Custer, Clingnan, W. R. W. c : 
im > After some conversation, he yielded to Mr. WOODWARD gaid, it might be true that eat Peatenieion. Pak Freediey ie Durkee, 
s Mr. BOWLIN, who moved that the House ad- || the resolution did not define with sufficient pre- || Giddings, Gilmore, Gou, Green, Hall. Hara’ Peo, 
es e ; ’ : P gs, > ‘a een aralson, Harlan L 
iS z journ. cision those who were the reporters to the House; || G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Henry, Hibbard Hoagland 
, * Mr. STEVENS, of. Pennsylvania, called the || but he thought that those who made the reports pte Houston, Howard, Hu yet Inge, J. w’ 
& : i s ackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, J 
| > yeos aod nays; which were ordered. which the House procured to be published were Julian, Preston King, La Stre, Leffler, Levin Littenn,’ 
| SS The motion was put, and, by yeas 88, nays 84, || the reporters to the House. Horace Mann, J. Mann, Marshall, Mason, MeClernand Me 
: ; it wag agreed to. The question was taken, and the amendment of | paugney Robert M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, McQuee 
ae if Se the House adjourned. Mr. Woopwarp was rejecied., MeWiillie, Meacham, Meade, Millson, Morris, Morton, 
ae X ; The question being upon agreeing to the reso- | Peck, Phelps, Pitman Tener, Powell, Richaedeon’ Erasle, 
| ; ; PETITION AND MEMORIAL. | lution, . Robinson, Root, Ross ‘Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Shep 


Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaq 
deus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thoiapson 
James Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Watlice, Waikins, Weljvorn’ 
worm, Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and Young— 
NAYS—Messre. Alexander, Andrews, Baker, Bennet 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 

Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke’ 
| Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, erry, Dixon, Duer, 
| Eliot, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Gould, Grinnell, Holloway, 

Haymond, Hilliard, Holmes, Howe, William T. Jackson. 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Matteson, Moore, Nelson, Putnam, Rey. 
nolds, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermeriiorn 
Schooleraft, Spaulding, Taylor, Toombs, Vinton, and 
White—S53. 

So, two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended. 

The resolution being thus before the House— 
The SPEAKER said, if no objection is made, 
the question will be on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. ; 

Mr. GREEN called the previous question. 

There wasa second. The main question was 
ordered, and, having been taken, the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. SILVESTER. I move a suspension of the 
rules, to enable me to offer the resolution which | 
send to the chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot hear what 
| the gentleman from New York (Mr. Sirvesres| 


says. 

Mr. SILVESTER stated his motion. 

Mr. JACKSON, of New York. I rise toa 
| privileged question. I move to reconsider the vote 
| on the resolution authorising the Speaker to place 

seats for reporters in the front of the Speaker's 
table. And I ask the yeas and nays on that mo- 
|, tion. 
The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote in 
| the affirmative? 
Mr. JACKSON._ I did. 

Mr. WOODWARD. [I move that the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. GOTT asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. FOWLER, and Mr. BROWN of Miasis- 
sippi, made inquiries of the Speaker as to the 
question before the House. 

The SPEAKER explained it. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 87, nays 99, as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Aver- 
ett, Baker, Bayly, Bingham, Bowdon, Bowlin, Briggs, W'!- 
Wain J. Brown, Buel, eA. are ee 
stone Puller Gorman, Green, iil, Haralson Harlan, [sham 
G. Harris, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard 
Jobnson, James L. Johnson, Robert Ww. 
Julian, Kaufman, Kerr, Preston King, Levin, 


Moi ition new: 
Resection, Pepe, Foun, owt 
Seddon . , Spaulding, Prederiek P. Stan- 
toe, Me Naeuay Wait” Walkios’ Weerstes. Wiliass, 
and Young—t7, Beale, 
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Se... 
Eran, Fowler, Proedley, Cweey! tinea Gilmore, 
Gout, Gould, Gere Henry, Hil aodeon Mheuan ene, 
Hay wey. Jack-on, William T. Jackson, George 

King, James G. King, La Bere, Leff. Littlefield, Hor- 
6 jaan, Matteson, MeDonald, M. McLane, Finis 
we eLean, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Morris, Ouuaw, 
Sel Poewix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Keynolds, Rock- 

i, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 
es Schoolcraft, Bprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 
quylor, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Thurman, 
tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wallace, Wellborn, 
white, Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Wilson—99. : 

go the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 





Mr. BOYD. 1 move to suspend the ruies, and 
do not modify my motion at present. 





, Conger, eae nee Dickey, 
> . = > Evans, Freediey, ntry, Hay nond, 
Kerr, James G. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Mac- The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
shall, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, merece, ee } the secre from Kentucky, that if the rales 
Ease; Gackae, Sehormarhers, Sheppard, Thaddos | are suspended, it will be beyond the power of the 
Toawen, Tesehe, Tuck, Uaderiull, Vinton, White, and } gentleman to modify his aes, as it will then be 

‘ ye ; in possession of the House. 
is two oe voting in the affirmative, the rules } r. BOYD. I move, then, that the bill be made 
The Serie being thus before the Houseas'a |’ the special order for to-morrow at twelve o'clock, 
report from the Committee of Claims— | eee oe —_ Sree day at twelve o’clouk, 
; ‘ || unul disposed of, ‘ , 
sa Ficmeeneer stone ee eediien i Mr. VINTON inquired whether the bill did not 


























The question recurring upon agreeing to the mo- || hear correctly, demanded the previous question. | ee ee = eons every day, after 
tion to reconsider— : . Mr. VIN TON requested him to withdraw. | The SPEAKER. Ti Pcl he: eniebvontin Goal 
Mr. GOTT moved the previous question. Mr. DANIEL declined to do so. | - Crete ene uggearey tengyl 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. ' 
The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
tive, 
“se the vote by which the resolution was agreed 
to was reconsidered. 


Mr. CROWELL called for the reading of the | ded that it is the unfinished business, and first in 


: der upon the Speaker’s table. 
resolution referred to by the resolution reported || a 
freia the Cossmalites of Claiaas. || Mr. VINTON was understood to say that there 


7. resnlution as.reed || was no necessity, then, for making it a speciai or- 


der. 
Mr. JONES asked the gentleman from North | : 
Carolina (Mr. Dawiet] so w modify the resolu- | TUS motion waerpatned: agened t- 















































































: : cos | So the rules were suspended. 
The question recurred upon the adoption of the | tion as to limit the number of clerks to two. oT wit et 

calediet ie cual! | Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, inquired what = ae rete ~ oe ane ~ 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to || was the of the engrossing clerks? || ARSE the Dende UoEnsary LM the opetia: creer at 

lay the revolution on the table, | The SPEAKER replied, fifteen hundred dollars | ape es NTE s SOR: em SNCS 
The motion was put and agreed to. | a year. {| ap es leposed of. woe : . 
Mr. GOTT moved to reconsider the last vote, || ‘Mr. DANIEL declined to modify the resolution || Mt: PRESTON KING inquired, in case the 

and to lay that motion on the table. as suggested by Mr. Jones, on the ground (as the | oe var cis oe woes me Sven Se 
Which latter motion was agreed to. | reporter understood) that the number of clerks | ~~? oun ' ‘ ai . “sametaacseed Tike Wheto 

THE RECENT MISSION TO LIBERIA. designated in the resolution was requisite to the | on The SPEAKER oe Chnie thinks fc cold 

The question recurred upon Mr. Sirvesrer’s | completion of the work within twelve months. be. This resolution does not control the action of 

motion to suspend the rules to introduce the fol- || Mr. DUNHAM inquired ofthe Speaker, whether , ,) ° 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be'Fe- 
quested to communicate to this House, if the same, in his 
opinion, is not Incompatible with the public interest, the re- 


| s : ; | the House. 

it would be in order to call for the reading of the , Mr.’ MPS Miseissippi 
_ letter which had been communicated by the Clerk | r. THO oa = ‘econ ined os ar 
| of the House on the subject? stood to say, that if the bill were made the epecia 


The SPEAKER said. unanimous consent woeld || order, it could be referred, and would contnue the 
’ i} 














suitofthe mission of Rev. R. R. Sante to the Republic of be required special order in committee. 
heria, and especially the report of that gentleman of his Piney : The tio i . 
wn wolet country, «hich report is now on file in the State Objection having been made, the letter was not » agente ted acne fer der semanas 


| Borp was agreed to. 


a STEVENS. of Pennsylvania, inquired So the Texas boundary bill from the Senate was 
5 ee >. y nee |, made the special order for to-morrow, and every 
ayes 90, noes 55. aA : whether. it would be in order to move an amend- || ehbsetusnt dav. ot twrelve-c'elenks. eniil dianeaed 
So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) || ment to the resolution? l of 4 Y ’ P 
the rules were not suspended, and: the resolution || The SPEAKER. Not pending the demand for || ~" , 
was not received. | the previous question. on ee ean enbe OF ane 
LIST OF CLAIMS. The question on the demand for the previous | r. » of Tennessee, asked leave to 
Mr. DANIEL asked leave to report from the || question was thea taken, and the vote stood—ayes || oo the following resolution; which was read for 
Committee of Claims, the following resolution: 85, noes not heard. || Srenenes : 
Resolved, That the more effectually to carry out the in- But no quorum voted. st en ees ee P om rans el 
tention of the House as expressed in a résolution passed Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Wanpo and || oii sui, their respective Houses, sine dic, oe uke townn 
oa a OAS tent Henbay by on by cane’ Duncan were appointed. | Mundas of Sentenber next at twelve v’cluek, ta. 
and he is - || . : : i 
renced clerks (in addition to his own clerks, whose duty The question was again taken, and the vote Objection being made, 
it shall be to assistthereat without additional compensation, | stood in favor of the demand for the previous || Mr. HARRIS moved to suspend the rules to 
when not otherwise Officiaily employed,) as will insure the |) question 99, noes not counted. ble hi ffer th lution: dhed ded 
completion, within twelve months, of an alphabetical list of So there was asecond. And the main question enavie him to olfer the resolution; and he demande 
all claims submitted to this House from the day of its organi- in nda’ f th i d the yeas and nays. 
zation lo the end of the present Congress, according two the || fon the ’ cone o e reso ution ) was ordered to \ The yeas and nays were ordered, 
plan indicated in the above reso!ution ; their compensation now taken. The ti * Shall the les b a ded?” 
tral be th » as that allowed th ossing clerks of || i] question, “ Shall the rules be suspended 
the House, ‘The Clerk shall ¢ be Waser 8 be peltnied ‘|| Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on the || was then taken, and resulted—yeas 105, nays 86; 
| Main question; which were refused. !| es follaw: 
| - Mr, J. moved that the resolution be laid on the 


the House. The Clerk shall cause the work to be printed 
| table. || YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 


a8 a public document; and to secure accuracy, shall take 
care to have the clerks carefully compare the proof-sheets 

| ope . . : || Ashe, Averett, Baker, Bayly, Bingham, Bowdou, Boyd 

i question was taken, and decided in the neg- 1 Breek, Albert G Brown, William J. Bros uy Buel, Burt, 

| ative. 


with the manuscript copy. 
Mr. CROWELL objected. 
Mr. DANIEL moved to suspend the rules, to | Teemas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, 
enable him to introduce the resolution; and he de- || So the House decided that the resolation should || ee . aero a ieee o 7 : Nips wee 
| : : “ke ck, o 
manded the yous and may®. not be laid apes the table. Foathemen; Pitch, Prue, Rave, Giddings, Qdgvare. Que” 
= esa was ee ti the |! man, Green, Hall, Haralson, Harlan, lsbaw G. Haris, Samp. 
r. moved a reconsideration of the 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. DANIEL asked leave to make an explana- son W. Harris, Haymond, Hoagland, Holiaday, Bulnsves . 
| vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Jobu- 
Ordered accordingly. 


tion. 
T son, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
INTERCOURSE WITH INDIAN TRIBES, &c. | McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, Robert M. MeLane, 


Department.” 
The question was taken, and the vote was— 





i} 
1} 
1} 
| 1 
| 
| 


Objection was made. 
The question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?”” 


was then taken, and resulted—yeas 132, nays 48; 
as follow: “ 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Cartier, Casey, Chandier, Clingwan, Daniel, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, »Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, 
Alexander Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Fowler, Fuller, Gerry, 
Gorman, Gout, Gould, Green, Grinuell, Hai, Hasloway, 
eneen Haralson, atind, — G. —— as, 

gland, Bylhetes, oimes, Houston, Ho owe 
Nubvard, Jostph W. Jackson, Julian, Kautinan, George G. 
King, Jout A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Littiefield, 
Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, McCiernand, McDowell, 


McQueen: MeWe M . Meade, Milison, Moore, 
Reever ieee rece Rene 

’ iman ’ 
Reed, Richardson, Robbins, ao Remecy, aden ane, 


uit hioneoatee || La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, || Nilison, Moris, More, Morwon, Newell, Oude, Grr, us 
by unanimous consent, the bill from the Senate |! Owen, Parker, Powell, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Schenck, 
| entitled **An act to extend the benefits of the act || Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Siaw- 
| to regulate intercourse with the Indian tribes, and || (% Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Phomas, Jacob Shoup- 


: son, James Thompson, Join B. Thompsen, Toombs, Turk, 
to preserve peace off the frontiers,” approved 30th | Van Dyke, Venate, Wallace, Watkins, Walibura,’ Whit- 
June, 1834, to the people of the State of Texas || uesey, Williams, aud Woodward—15. 
and others, was taken up, read a first and second | aed — oon mie 

; i i : | owe re frrows, Ubester © ampve 
ume ot ule, and referred to the Committee on || Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Corwin, 
Indian aire. || Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Danean, Dunham, Durkee, 
THE TEXAN BOUNDARY. i Eliot, Nathan Evans, Aen Peek cten ck eee 
* |) Hatloway, unmond, Heut ibbard vlad, Howe 
; Mr. BOYD. | bope that the House, by unan- 1 Hunter, Witsieus T, Daisenn, har; George G King, Stennis 
imous consent, will agree to make the bill in rela- | G. King, Juba A. King, Preston Kiug, Horace Maun, Matte- 
tion to the T exan boundary the special order from | son, eClernand, or ete Meacham, Moore, Neisun, 
day to day unul it shall have been disposed of. || Os'*)Outlaw, Esasiee, Peck, Phelps, Phanlx, Piiman, Pot- 
My object is, to make it the special order for every || Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawieile, Sehermeriorn, Sebvol- 
day unul final action has been taken upon it, even }\ craft, Spaulding, Sprague, Sauly, Stetson, Taylor, Tourman, 
to the exclusion of the business of the morning | Uae apie. eee = Weatworth, White, 
hour. | Wildriek, Wilson, and Young—s6. 





only , Mr. BOWLIN objected. ‘| So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
prague, Stanly, Frederick P. ee Richard eee Mr. BOYD Cue to suspend the rules, to en- i rules were not suapended, and the resolution was 
un Dyke, Viable, Wal- || able him to submit the motion. | not received. 
9 Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested to | THE TEXAN BOUNDARY. 


the gentleman to modify his motion to make the || Mr. BOYD moved a reconsideration of the yote 
bill the special order at twelve o’clock each day. |’ by which the Texan boundary bill had been made 















the special order, and that that motion be laid on 
the table. : 

Ordered accordingly. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. VAN DYKE asked the unanimous con- | 
eciit of the House to offer the following resolution; } 
which was read for information: | 

Resivel, That the Committee cf Ways and Means be | 
instructed to report. to this House, as speedily as possible, a 
bill to modify owe present revenue laws, and so w increase 
he duties on foreign articles, whith come into competition 
with cur own products, as to give fair and reasonable pro- 
tection to the labor and industry of this country, and that 
euch duties be made specific whenever it is practicable to 
dv «0. 

The resolution having been read, _ 

Objection was made to its introduction. 

Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the rules be sus- 





it 


| 











| 
1 
| 






| Conger, Corwin, Croweli, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


ae 





have been disposed of, will it not then be in order 
to a to the regular order of business? 
SPEAKER. The Yegular order of busi- 
ness is the call of the States for resolutions; but 80 
long as gentlemen address the Chair, are recog- 
nized, and make motions to suspend the rules, the 
Chair cannot proceed to call for the regular order 
of business. ‘ 
The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 85, nays 104; as follow: 
YEAS—Mesers. Alexander, Andrews, Baker, Bennett, 
Breck, Brigus, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, 
Diexey, Dixon, Duer, Duncaa, 
Eliot, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Geutry, Giimore, 
Gout, Gould, Grinnetl, Hailoway, Hammond, fiaymond, 


| Henry, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 


George G. King, James G. King, Joba A. King, Preston 
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pended to enable him to offer the resolution, and 
on that motion he asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. . : 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
alive—yeas 89, nays 95; as follow: 


YERAS— Mestre, Alexaniier, Allen, Anderson, Baker, | 
fennett, Bokée, Breck, Brooks, Burrows, Chester ae, | 
Bcnend , Ci t . y, Cha r, | 
jhomas B. Butler, Calvin, Camphell, Casey, Chandler, || Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Baown, Buel, Burt, 
|| Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
|| Cartter, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, De- 


Chirke, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Ducr, Duncan, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedicy, 
Geutry, Giddings, Gilmere, Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, 
Haymoud, Henry, Houston, Howe, William T. Jackson, 
James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G Ring. James G. King, 
Join A, King, Horace Mann, Marshali, Mason, Matteson, 


MeGuizhey, MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, New- 

ell, Ogle, Ous, Peck, Phenix, Pitnam, Putnam, Reed, Rey, | 

poids, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, =a0he rome Bethe, | 
“st } 

hepperd, Silvester, | ell, McMullen, McQueen, Me Willie, Meade, Milison, Mor- 


Behenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, l 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Sievens, Taytor, 
Jameg Thompson, Tharman, Tuck, Uaderhill, Van Dyke, 
¥irtom, Waldo, Watkins, White, aud Wilson—82. ; 
NAYS~—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bing- 
bam. Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, Joseph 
P, Caldwell, Cartier, Clingman, W W. Cobb, Daniel, 


Debcrry, Dimmick. Disney, Doty, Duabam, Durkee, Ed- | 
mundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fiteh, Fuller, Gerry, Gor- | 
man, Green, Hall, Haralson, Harlan, [. G. Harris, Sampson | 
W. Harris. Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, || 


Ing, J. W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 


Jones, Julian, Preston King, La Sére, Lefer, Littlefield, job 


Aianu,.MeClernand, MeDewell, Robert M. MeLane, Finis E. 
McLeav, MeMatien, McQaeen, Me Willie, Meade, Millson, 


Morris, Morse, Morton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, | 


Phetms, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robinson, 
avage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Michard H. Stauton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Kon B. Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Well- 


Prasiew 
Lo<e, sg 


torn, Weatworth, Whitdesey, Wildrick, Woodward, and || inbavitante of the-eounties of Warren, Washing- 


Young—9. 


So the rales were not suspended, and the reso- || tenting against the extension of ‘ Parker’s patent 


lution was not received, 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked leave to 
report, from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the bile and joint resolutions reported 
fron) the Committee on the District of Columbia be made 
the special order of the day for the third Friday and Satur- 
day in Sepewmber. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BROWN moved that the rules be suspended 
to enable him to offer the resolution; and he de- 
manded tellers. 

The House refused to order tellers. 

And the motion was put and rejected. 

So the resolution was not received, 


DUTY ON IRON. 


Mr. PRESTON KING asked leave to offer the || 


following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
etructod to report a bill so modifying the tariff of 1846 as to 
mace the dvties on fron specific atthe rates they would now 
be if the ad valorem duty of 1646 had been made a specific 
dary eqaat to the ad valorem duty levied by that act at we 
tine it becanre a law. : 

Mr. HALL and others objected. 

Mr. PRESFON KING moved to suspend the 
rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and mayer which were ordered. 

Mr. OUTLAW moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion, by ayes 67, noes 79, was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the suspension of 
the rules. : 


Seme conversation followed between the Speak-— 


er and Mr. HOUSTON, on a point of order. 

Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker whether it 
would be in order to move to proceed to the con- 
sideration of business on the Speaker’s table ? 

‘The SPEAKER said, it could only be done by 
unanimous consent, or under a suspension of the 
rules. 


| King, Horace Mann, Job Maun, Mason, Matteson, Me- 
Gaughey, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, Moore, Morehéad, 
| Nelson, Ole, Otis, Po@nix, Pitman, Patnam, Reed, Rey- 
| wolde, Robbins, Rockwell, Sackett, Schermerhorn, School- 
| Crafl, Shepperd, Siivester, Spauiding, Sprague, Staniy, 
| Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Underbili, 
| Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, White, Wil- 
| liame, and Wilson—85. 
| . NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alien, Avhe, Averett, Bayly, 
| Beale, Bingham, Bokee, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Bow!-n, 


berry, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Darkee, Ecdmund- 
| 80n, Ewing, Featherston, Fiueh, Fuller, Gerry, Gonman, 











| sion. 
| 


| Green, Hall, Haralson, Harlan, [sham G. Harris, Sampson 
| W. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Hulladay, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, 
Avdrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnsen, Jones, Julian, La 
Sére, Letiler, Littlefield, MeClernand, McDonald, McDow- 


ris, Morse, Morton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, 
| Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Putter, Powell, Richardson, Robin- 


|| son, Root, Rose, Ross, Ramsey, Savage, Sawtelle, Schenck, 


| 
Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stet- 
eon, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, 


|| Wallace, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wuodward, 


| and Young—104. 
So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
| lution was not received. 
Mr. HOUSTON asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion, which he sent up to the Clerk’s desk. 
On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, September 2, 1850. 
Mr.. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 


ton, and Saratoga, in the State of New York, pro- 


percussion and reaction water-wheels;’’ which was 
referred te the Committee on Patents and the Pat- 


|| ent Office, 


| Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of Sam- 
| uel Perrine, setting forth that he has charge of the 
| Surf-boat with appurtenances, station No. 7, on 

Jersey coast, between Sandy Hook and Little Egg 
| Harbor; and that it is attended with considerabie 
trouvie, and consumes much time, and asking that 
compensation may be allowed him; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BELL presented the petition of citizens of 
Morgantown, in the State of ‘lennessee, asking the 
| establishment of a mail route from Knoxville, 
| through Morgantown, to Madisonville, in that 
| State; which was referred to the Commiitee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads, 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition from 
citizens of lowa, asking the establishment of a mail 
route from Fairfield to Waugh’s Point, ia that 
State; which was referred to the Commitiee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. YULEE submited a document in relation 
to the claim of Rufus Hoyt to an increase of pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Fensions. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the proceedings of a 
public meeting, held in Monigomery, in the State 
| of Alabama, containing a preamble and resolutions 
| asserting the constituuonal rights of the South, and 
| declaring their intention to uphold them, and 
| urging the adoption of the Missouri compromise 

line of 36° 30’ as the proper basis for the adjust- 
ment of the question of slavery. . 

In presenung the resolutions Mr. Cremens 
said: Ihave had these resolutions in my posses- 
sion for more than a week, but have beed pre- 
vented from presenting them by sérious indispo- 
The resolutions aré those of the usual 
churacter of those receriily adopted by southern 
meetings, except that they go on to denounce by 





Mr. WHITE. After the pending question shali || implication the action of the Senate in the seitle- 


~ 
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ment of the Texas boundary. ; 

that those gentiemen labegirhe mkt! bold 
me to present these ations, but conside, 
the votes you and I have given upon this 

of boundary, they had no right emma a 
present them in - A therefore take occasi., 
to say, that however respectable that Meeting 
have been, in my opinion it dees not reflec: ie 
sentiments of more than one-tenth of the 

of Alabama. This is hot the issue the peor ie 
sire to make, and I has no hesitation in $a nl 
that the Montgomery meeting have mistaken 1° 
lic opinion. A clear invasion of southern te ™ 
I hope the people of. Alavama will always’, 
ready to resist, but they are not prepared t6 {j int 
the flames of civil war because a Proposition ) 
been thade to Texas to settle a question of ds : 
puted boundary by mutual agreement. jf. 
wrong has been done, the remedy is in the hands 
of Texas, and I think she is competent to fader 
for _— what her honor and her interesis . 
mand. 

I add further, that, however much res the 
members of that meeting may be entitled to, ana 
however kindly I may be disposed to regard the,, 
I must think the Senate of the United States, wir/ 
the means of information’ in their possegsio, 
quite as well qualified to decide correciy \h. 
matter in dispute. 

The resolutions were then orderéd to lie on the 
table. 

"PUBLIC OFFICES IN ST. Louts. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resoly. 
tipn, which was considered by unanimous cy. 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instrncted 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropnation 
for the purchase of a site and Commencement of a build; 
for the purposes of a custom-house, independent Weasury, 


post office, and other offices for the use of the United States 
in the city of St. Lottis. F ’ 


COLONY OF LIBERIA. 

Mr. DAYTON submitted the following resolu. 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, 'I'nat the Secretary of State be requested to com. 
municate to the Senate the report of the Rev. R. R. Gurley, 
who Was retently sent out by Government to obtain infor. 
mauon in respect to Liberia. 

OVERFLOWED LANDS IN LOUISIANA, 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuaticé of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to aid the 
Sate of Louisiana in reclaiming the overflowed 
landa therein, and for other purposes. 

a r. D., in asking leave to introduce this bill, 
said: 

Mr. Presipent: As this is an important bill to 
the State which I in part represent; as its intro- 
duction has been delayed for some time for a re- 
port from the Department of the Interior; as | have 
devoted more attention to the subject than | sup- 
posed the Committee on Public Lands, to which | 
shall move its reference, could find time to do at 
this late and busy period of the session; and as it 
might be construed to grant more thar it does, | 
wish to make a few remarks in explanation of it. 

A great calamity has twice, in less than two years, 
affitcved Louisiana, and theré rs reason to fear, un- 
less prevented, it will become annual, Nor pru- 
dence, or foresight, or employment of means at 
her command, could have prevented it: I allude to 
the inundation of the delta of the Mississippi and 
its tributaries in that State.  ~ ' 

To form a Correct conception on the subject, it 
is proper to look at the extent of the land in Lou! 
siana subject to overflow. The Mississippi river, 
which forms a boundary ‘ine for many other States, 
runs through Louisiana alone, and enters the oceat 
by its many debouehments in her borders; is 
western shore, from the Arkansas line to the Ba- 
lize,.a distance of some seven hundred milea, and 
its eastern shore, from the line of the State-of Mis- 
sissippi, a distance of two hundred and fifty miles, 
to the Gulf of Mexico, being in that State, near one 
thousand nemo ugye sides, and ie alluvial = 
subject to i ion, except at a few spots on 
eastern border above Baton , where the 
high lands first appear on the river. In addition 
to this, the banks of. river, Ouachita river, 
Black ae Sener re igen “ 
ers ayous, with many thousa ni 
of Pera toe ae tote ck necaeiion ; 
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